
St. Christopher’s Church, Hinchley Wood 

 
Welcome to our virtual Eastertide Service. In whatever way you are 
joining us this morning, you are most welcome. Happy Easter on this 
forth Sunday of the Easter Season. 

 

Gathering 

The light and peace of Jesus Christ be with you 
and also with you. 

The glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 
Let us rejoice and sing God’s praise for ever. 

 

Confession 

Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 
 

We have lived by our own strength, 
and not by the power of your resurrection. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 

 

We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 
as faithless and not believing. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 

We have lived for this world alone, 
and doubted our home in heaven. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 

Absolution 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 
strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 



Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship 
you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of 
God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you 
are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory 
of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

Collect 

Risen Christ, faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 
teach us to hear your voice and to follow your command, 
that all your people may be gathered into one flock, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 

Reading 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

They spent their time in learning from the apostles, taking part in the 
fellowship, and sharing in the fellowship meals and the prayers. 

Many miracles and wonders were being done through the apostles, 
and everyone was filled with awe. All the believers continued together 
in close fellowship and shared their belongings with one another. They 
would sell their property and possessions, and distribute the money 
among all, according to what each one needed. Day after day they met 
as a group in the Temple, and they had their meals together in their 
homes, eating with glad and humble hearts, praising God, and 
enjoying the good will of all the people. And every day the Lord added 
to their group those who were being saved. God has raised this very 
Jesus from death, and we are all witnesses to this fact. 

 This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God   

 

 



Alleluia 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
“I am the good shepherd”, says the Lord; “I know my own sheep and my 
own know me” 
Alleluia! 

Gospel 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said, “I am telling you the truth: the man who does not enter the 
sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in some other way, is a thief and a 
robber. The man who goes in through the gate is the shepherd of the 
sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him; the sheep hear his voice 
as he calls his own sheep by name, and he leads them out. When he 
has brought them out, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, 
because they know his voice. They will not follow someone else; 
instead, they will run away from such a person, because they do not 
know his voice.” 

Jesus told them this parable, but they did not understand what he 
meant. 

So Jesus said again, “I am telling you the truth: I am the gate for the 
sheep. All others who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the 
sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Those who come in by me 
will be saved; they will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief 
comes only in order to steal, kill, and destroy. I have come in order that 
you might have life—life in all its fullness. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Talk 

 

Intercessions 

Between the prayers we say  

Life-giving God, Give us new life in you.  

At the end of the prayers we say  

Merciful God, accept our prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for 
ever. 

Amen. 

 

Affirmation of Commitment 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

With the help of God, I will. 

Will you persevere in resisting evil and, whenever you fall into sin, 
repent and return to the Lord? 

With the help of God, I will. 

Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in 
Christ? 

With the help of God, I will. 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all people, loving your neighbour as 
yourself? 

With the help of God, I will. 

Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over human society, by prayer 
for the world and its leaders, by defending the weak, and by seeking 
peace and justice? 

With the help of God, I will. 

 

Blessing and Dismissal 

Alleluia. Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He has given us new life and hope. 
He has raised Jesus from the dead. 



God has claimed us as his own. 
He has brought us out of darkness. 
He has made us light to the world. 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, make you perfect in every good work 
to do his will; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen 

 

 


