
St. Christopher’s Church, Hinchley Wood

Welcome to our virtual Eastertide Service. In whatever way you are
joining us this morning, you are most welcome. We are still celebrating
Jesus’ resurrection on this 6th Sunday of the Easter Season as we wait
for Jesus’ Ascension to the Father.  And we begin to have a sense of

anticipation of the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.

Gathering
The light and peace of Jesus Christ be with you  
and also with you.

The glory of the Lord has risen upon us.
Let us rejoice and sing God’s praise for ever.

Confession
Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins,
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 

We have lived by our own strength,
and not by the power of your resurrection. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 

We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 
as faithless and not believing. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 

We have lived for this world alone, 
and doubted our home in heaven. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 

Absolution

May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ 
our Lord.
Amen. 
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Gloria
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord 
God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we 
give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are 
seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 
God the Father.
 
Amen.

Collect

Risen Christ,
by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples:
help your Church to obey your command
and draw the nations to the fire of your love,
to the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

Reading

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how
extremely religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city 
and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them 
an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore you 
worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world
and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 
shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as 
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and 
breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit 
the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the 
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boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search
for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not
far from each one of us. For “In him we live and move and have our 
being”; as even some of your own poets have said,
“For we too are his offspring.” 

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like 
gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of 
mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now 
he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a 
day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man 
whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by 
raising him from the dead.’

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Alleluia 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 

I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; I was dead, 
and behold I am alive for evermore.

Alleluia! 

Gospel Reading

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the 
world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You 
know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the 
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also 
will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, 
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and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are 
those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, 
and I will love them and reveal myself to them.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

Talk

Intercessions
Between the prayers we say:
Life-giving God,
give us new life in you.

At the end of the prayers we say:
Merciful God,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen

The Lord’s Prayer

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.     
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil     
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for 
ever.

Amen.
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Affirmation of Commitment

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
who made the world?

I believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ, 
who redeemed humankind?

I believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in his Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God?

I believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith.  We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Blessing and Dismissal

May Christ, who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future, fill you 
with his new life; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be among you and those you love today and always. 

Amen

We are raised to new life with Christ. Go in his peace. Alleluia, alleluia!

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia!


