
St. Christopher’s Church, Hinchley Wood 

Welcome to our virtual Eastertide Service. In whatever way you are 
joining us this morning, you are most welcome. We continue to celebrate 
Jesus’ resurrection on this 5th Sunday of the Easter Season. Today is 
also the start of Christian Aid week, and we will be thinking more about 
that during the service. 

Gathering 

The light and peace of Jesus Christ be with you   
and also with you. 
 

The glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 
Let us rejoice and sing God’s praise for ever. 
 

Confession 

Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord,  
we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief.  
 
We have lived by our own strength, 
and not by the power of your resurrection.  
 In your mercy, forgive us.  
 Lord, hear us and help us.  
 
We have lived by the light of our own eyes,  
as faithless and not believing.  
 In your mercy, forgive us.  
 Lord, hear us and help us.  
 
We have lived for this world alone,  
and doubted our home in heaven.  
 In your mercy, forgive us.  
 Lord, hear us and help us.  
 

Absolution 
 
May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen.  
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Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord 
God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we 
give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are 
seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 
God the Father. 
  
Amen. 

 
Collect 
 
Risen Christ, 
your wounds declare your love for the world 
and the wonder of your risen life: 
give us compassion and courage 
to risk ourselves for those we serve, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

Reading 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles  
But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of 
God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see 
the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 
God!’ But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed 
together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began to 
stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man 
named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.’ Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, 
do not hold this sin against them.’ When he had said this, he died. 
 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
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Alleluia  

Alleluia, Alleluia!  

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.  Those who believe in me, 
even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me 
will never die.” 

Alleluia!  

Gospel Reading 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In 
my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so 
that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the 
place where I am going.’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know 
where you are going. How can we know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I 
am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From 
now on you do know him and have seen him.’ 
Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be 
satisfied.’Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and 
you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. 
How can you say, “Show us the Father”? Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not 
speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his 
works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if 
you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, 
I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, 
in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the 
Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ 
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Sermon 
 
 
Music for reflection  
 
 
Intercessions 
Between the prayers we say: 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us. 
 
At the end of the prayers we say: 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us, 
accept our prayers and be with us always. 
Amen 
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.              
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil               
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for 
ever. 

Amen. 

 

Affirmation of Commitment 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking 
of bread, and in the prayers? 

 With the help of God, I will. 
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Will you persevere in resisting evil and, whenever you fall into sin, repent 
and return to the Lord? 

 With the help of God, I will. 

Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ? 

 With the help of God, I will. 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all people, loving your neighbour as 
yourself? 

 With the help of God, I will. 

Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over human society, by prayer for 
the world and its leaders, by defending the weak, and by seeking peace 
and justice? 

 With the help of God, I will. 

 

Blessing and Dismissal 

God the Father, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life; and the blessing of God 
almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 
remain with you always.  

Amen 

 

We are raised to new life with Christ. Go in his peace. Alleluia, alleluia! 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Music for reflection 

 


