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PARISH OF HINCHLEY WOOD 
MEETING OF PARISHIONERS AND 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING HELD ON 
SUNDAY, 17 MARCH 2019 AT 11.30am 

 

 
 
 

Present: PCC – Revd. Fr.Peter Jenner (Chair), Heather Allen 
(Churchwarden), Jane Barnett, Moira Beardshall, Ann Ellis, Liz 
Hammond, Revd. Caroline Mullins, John O’Neill, Stephanie Post 
(Minutes), Emma Rush, Margaret Thompson (Churchwarden),  
Congregation: Mandi Ali, Victoria Baker, Derek Barnett, Don 
Beardshall, Julia Bowden, Ivan Burnside, Kate Burnside, Rosemary 
Coath, Simon Crome,  Dave Ellis, Celia Francis, John Francis, Jean 
Hayes, Hilda Highley, Jean Hoseason, Phyllis Indge, Ines Jenner, 
Tony Nicholls, Christa Peasey, Maureen Price, Simin Talebi, Denice 
Tinson, Roger Thompson, Joan Walmsley, Jenny Woodruffe-Peacock, 
Ted Woodruffe-Peacock, Doriel Worley, Michael Worley. 
 

1 Apologies: George Davison, Helen Davison, Mary Findlay, Eileen 
Griffiths, Joanne Lawrence, Douglas Post, Helen Post. 
 

2 Minutes of the Meeting of Parishioners for the election of 
churchwardens held on 29 April 2018: The minutes were 
approved unanimously and signed. (Proposer: Liz Hammond, 
Seconder: Jane Barnett) 
 

3 Election of Churchwardens: Heather Allen was re-elected as 
Churchwarden (Proposer: Ann Ellis, Seconder: Liz Hammond).  On 
Margaret Thompson’s standing down, Emma Rush was elected as 
Churchwarden for the first time (Proposer: Heather Allen, Seconder: 
Celia Francis).  Both Heather and Emma undertook to serve for the 
coming year and were elected unanimously.  Father Peter expressed 
the church’s gratitude to Margaret for her great wisdom and sterling 
work as Churchwarden.  Margaret replied that she was happy to 
continue to serve the Parish. 
 

4 Minutes of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting held on 29 
April 2018:  The minutes of the last APCM were adopted as a correct 
record (Proposer: Revd. Caroline Mullins, Seconder: Moira 
Beardshall) by overwhelming majority, with one abstention due to 
absence at the last meeting. 
 

5 Matters arising from the minutes: Re: item 12 – Fr. Peter 
confirmed that a review of the building insurance had been 
completed. 
 

6  Report on the Electoral Roll (Electoral Roll Officer): Ann Ellis 
reported that the recent six-yearly review of the Electoral Roll had 
resulted in a total number of 74 persons on it, as opposed to 96 the 
previous year.  63 people had renewed their application for 
membership and 11 new people had joined.  A number had not 
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responded due to moving away or other reasons, and two had died.  
Ann encouraged new applicants to join the Electoral Roll at any time 
of the year.  Fr. Peter thanked Ann for carrying out this onerous task 
in accordance with the GDPR regulations which came into effect 
during 2018. 
 

7 Election of new PCC members for 3 years (Vicar): There were 
four vacancies for election to the PCC, two of which were applied for 
at this APCM - Margaret Thompson (Proposer: Jane Barnett, 
Seconder: Emma Rush) and Jean Hoseason (Proposer: Hilda Highley, 
Seconder: Maureen Price).  Peter declared both Margaret and Jean 
duly elected.  
 

8 Appointment of Sidespeople/Assistant Churchwardens: Fr. 
Peter explained that Sidespeople welcomed people into the church 
like Welcomers but had additional responsibilities in setting up and 
seeing that services ran smoothly.  The position was an appointed 
one, not elected.  Moira Beardshall, Rosemary Coath, Celia Francis 
and Roy Turner were appointed as Sidespeople.  Fr. Peter added that 
the existing list of Welcomers still stood and was open to additions. 
  

9  Report on Ornaments and Fabric of the Church 
(Churchwardens): Margaret Thompson referred to the report 
contained in the Parish Life Booklet for 2018.  Following receipt of the 
Quinquennial Report in spring 2108, work had begun on matters 
requiring attention.  The gutters around the church hall have been 
cleaned out and repairs will be undertaken where needed.   
 
Further to the results of the 5-yearly fixed wiring report in autumn 
2017, the necessary remedial work which it identified has been 
carried out, including a new fuse board in the church hall and 
improvements to electrical isolation and earth bonding in church and 
hall. 
 
The report listed a number of maintenance jobs carried out by John 
O’Neil with no labour charge.  In addition, Heather Allen, 
Churchwarden, repainted the interior back wall of the church hall to 
cover marks made by hirers before the nursery restarted in 
September; and a gas-safe engineer re-fixed the hand basin and tap 
in the disabled toilet in the church hall.  Undergrowth around the hall 
has been cleared by Margaret and Roger Thompson, John and 
Heather. 
 
In answer to a question, Father Peter confirmed that a bollard in the 
driveway to the right of the front entrance of the church, which had 
been installed for pedestrians’ security and which had been knocked 
down, would be re-erected. 
 

10 Report on Parish Activities (Churchwardens): Heather Allen 
referred to the parish activities outlined in the Annual Report and 
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Accounts which were available on the church’s website, in addition to 
copies at the meeting.  She summarized 2018 as a joyful year 
following the appointment of Fr. Peter.  The year had begun with the 
redecoration of the vicarage, thanks to the hard work of a large 
group of volunteers led by John O’Neill, as well as the paid work of 
another professional decorator.  Peter’s ministry with us began with 
the formal celebratory service on 1st February – a very memorable 
occasion, the church packed with clergy from Emly Deanery, 
parishioners from Peter’s old parish in Staines, local dignitaries and 
our own congregation. 
 
Father Peter had been keen to observe the existing practices and 
culture of St Christopher’s before seeking to introduce changes, so 
the pattern of services and church life had continued largely as 
before.  However, he implemented the policy previously only agreed 
in principle of allowing children to take part in communion: the first 
preparatory course took place in May, with three children celebrating 
their first communion on 22 July.  He had also proposed to the PCC 
that £5,000 should be set aside in the budget for a Children and 
Families Worker, who might be employed jointly with other local 
parishes.  PCC agreed this at their November meeting and talks were 
under way to take this forward.  Messy Church had continued to take 
place on the first Friday of the month during term time, providing 
particularly popular during autumn and winter; and the church has 
continued to run Tots and Toys (formerly Stay and Play) for toddlers 
and their parents or carers on Wednesday mornings. 
 
Liz and Margaret had continued their work as pastoral assistants, 
Jean Hoseason’s house group had been active during the year and 
the men’s discussion group had continued their monthly meetings. 
 
It was very pleasing that several new members had joined our 
congregation during the year, and that one of these, Emma Rush, 
had been taking an active role as a co-opted member of the PCC 
since May 2018, and had now been elected churchwarden.  Two 
children and one adult member of our congregation had been 
baptized during the year. Sadly, we had lost Bob Filby, who died in 
July.  The packed church at his thanksgiving service was testament to 
the high regard in which he was held by everyone who knew him.  
Father Peter and Rev Caroline Mullins also officiated at ten other 
funerals during the year. 
 
Friendly links had been maintained with Hinchley Wood Primary and 
Secondary Schools, who came to church for special assemblies and 
concerts.  St Christopher’s Church and Church Hall had a wider role 
as a community hub, offering many activities of benefit to the 
community.  Christopher Robin Nursery was now followed by Robin 
Hood After School Club, whilst many other leisure activities took 
place in the evenings and at weekends.   
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The church organized a number of social events during the year to 
reach out to the local community, including two quiz nights, a 
celebration of the Royal Wedding of Prince Harry to Meghan Markle, a 
Big Lunch, a heritage day, a music and poetry evening, a Christmas 
bazaar and Christmas lunch.  Coffee mornings have become a regular 
event on the second Fridays of the month.  Heather thanked 
everyone involved in organizing these activities. 
 
We have continued to produce three interesting issues of the 
Community Magazine, despite several members of the team moving 
on to other things.  Father Peter and Mandy Ali, Parish Administrator, 
have taken on a greater role in its production. 
 
Father Peter had also set up a finance committee, which had 
prepared a detailed budget for the church and then reviewed financial 
progress during the year.  This had helped us and to target our 
resources more effectively and achieve a small surplus this year. 
 

11 Financial Statement and Accounts (Treasurer): Moira referred 
everyone to the Annual Report and Unaudited Financial Statements 
for the Year ended 31 December 2018, which had been displayed on 
the notice board since the previous Sunday and also posted on the 
church website.  Copies were available for examination. 
Questions on Annual Report and Accounts – There were no 
questions tabled at the meeting. 
 

12 Acceptance of Annual Report and unaudited Accounts 
(Churchwardens) : The Annual Report and unaudited Accounts 
were adopted unanimously (Proposer: Mandy Ali, Seconder: Denice 
Tinson).  Fr Peter thanked Heather Allen, Moira Beardshall, and all 
the others who contributed to these reports and to the Parish Life 
2018 booklet.  He thanked Mandy Ali especially for putting the 
booklet together beautifully for printing. 
 

13 Appointment of Independent Examiner for the Financial Year 
2019 (Churchwardens): Frances Wilde had indicated that she was 
willing to continue as Independent Examiner, and she was appointed 
by unanimous agreement (Proposer: Heather Allen, Seconder: 
Margaret Thompson). 
 

14 Report on Deanery Synod (Deanery Synod Representative): Liz 
Hammond referred to the two meetings mentioned in the Parish Life 
booklet which offered interesting material for discussion particularly 
on worship, youth and children’s ministry.  She re-iterated the fact 
that there were two vacancies for Deanery Synod Representative and 
that she would welcome a fellow volunteer.  There were no questions 
on her report.  Fr. Peter thanked Liz for her work in this area. 
 

15 Report on Diocesan Synod (Diocesan Synod Representative): 
Jane Barnett reported that the Synod debated a wide range of 
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subjects.  All representatives were given a substantial report to read 
with the expectation that they would forward questions in advance of 
the meeting.  She mentioned the Diocesan proposal to use Parish 
Share to make provision for the training of new ordinands.  She also 
mentioned Bishop Andrew’s enthusiasm for and encouragement of 
Eco Church.  No questions were raised.  Fr. Peter thanked Jane for 
her attendance at the Synod. 
 

16 Closing Remarks (Vicar): Fr. Peter referred to A Future Not Our 
Own – a prayer attributed to Archbishop Oscar Romero (1917 – 
1980) to encourage us to think strategically with a view to taking a 
step at a time to establish God’s Kingdom.  We were not to despair if, 
as was likely, we would be unable to see it in our lifetime, but we 
should remember that God is the master-builder while we are the 
workers; we should build for the future.  Fr. Peter praised 2018 as a 
wonderful year, full of joys and challenges;  he was encouraged in 
the task of making the church viable for the future;  we must make 
room for ideas and explore in small or large groups, courses and 
conversations, to find the words to say what God is doing in our lives 
and share our experiences and beliefs with a view to developing 
confident discipleship;  there will be opportunities and  challenges 
ahead, some more difficult to tackle than others, but hope was there.  
Meanwhile, Fr.Peter was gratified to confirm, with thanks to Moira 
Beardshall and the Finance Team,  that we had paid our Parish Share 
and ended with a small surplus which, amongst other things, had 
opened up the opportunity to employ a Children and Families Worker.   
Thanks were also due to: 

 Heather and Margaret for being such supportive 
Churchwardens, generous with their time and expertise; 

 the rest of the PCC for their diligence, responsibility and 
teamwork in their respective roles; 

 Moira Beardshall for her work as Treasurer, Don Beardshall as 
bookkeeper and Eileen Griffiths for her enormous wisdom in 
financial matters; 

 Mandy Ali for her diligent work as Parish Administrator 
producing all the documents needed and for being cheerful 
while under enormous pressure; 

 Ann Ellis for her work on drawing up the new electoral roll; 
 Dave Ellis for organizing the music and leading the music 

group; 
 Denice Tinson and Jane Barnett for their work on safeguarding 

issues; 
 Emma Rush for her work on data protection, privacy and other 

policy issues; 
 Jean Hoseason and Jean Hayes for their leadership of the 

Mothers’ Union and Women’s Wednesday Fellowship 
respectively;  

 Roger Thompson for co-ordinating events and for leading the 
Men’s Group; 

 John O’Neill for his skillful work in buildings maintenance, in 
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locating problems, often before others were aware of them, 
and fixing things free of charge,; 

 Revd. Caroline Mullins for her support in the Ministry and 
guidance on St Christopher’s, Hinchley Wood traditions; 

 Margaret Thompson and Liz Hammond for their support to the 
Ministry as Pastoral Assistants 

 Ines Jenner for her support, including providing excellent 
photos for publications; 

 Helen Davison for her work on the PCC from which she had to 
step down for health reasons; 

 Margaret Thompson on joining the PCC as an elected member 
following stepping down as Churchwarden. 

 
Questions for Church Officers: There were no questions, but 
Caroline Mullins and Simon Crome thanked Fr. Peter for being 
supportive, wise, gracious and strong and for his taking the recent 
Pilgrim and Alpha courses as well as the current Lent course. 
 

17 The meeting ended at 12.45pm with The Grace 
 

 


