
St. Christopher’s Church, Hinchley Wood  
Sunday 3rd January 2021 

  

Welcome to our virtual Sunday Service.  Due to the current rise in Covid 

virus numbers, today we are all joining together online from our homes.  

Today is the Sunday when we remember the coming of the Magi to visit 

the infant Jesus. Epiphany means revelation and today we celebrate this 

first revelation of Jesus to Gentiles (people who were not Jews). 

 

Please join in with the words in bold print. 

 

Gathering  

 

Today as we meet,  

we continue to remember the story of Jesus’ birth 

Jesus is our King 

 

Jesus Christ is the light of the world 

Jesus is our Way 

 

With Jesus even dark places are light 

Jesus is the Truth 

 

In Jesus we shall live for ever 

Jesus is our Life  

 

 

Confession  

Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the 

darkness of our hearts. In his light let us examine ourselves and confess 

our sins. 

 

Lord of grace and truth, 

we confess our unworthiness 

to stand in your presence as your children. 

We have sinned: 

forgive and heal us. 
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The Virgin Mary accepted your call 

to be the mother of Jesus. 

Forgive our disobedience to your will. 

We have sinned: 

forgive and heal us. 

 

Your Son our Saviour 

was born in poverty in a manger. 

Forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 

We have sinned: 

forgive and heal us. 

 

The shepherds left their flocks 

to go to Bethlehem. 

Forgive our self-interest and lack of vision. 

We have sinned: 

forgive and heal us. 

 

The wise men followed the star 

to find Jesus the King. 

Forgive our reluctance to seek you. 

We have sinned: 

forgive and heal us. 

 

Absolution   

May the God of all healing and forgiveness 

draw us to himself 

and cleanse us from all our sins, 

that we may behold the glory of his Son, 

the Word made flesh, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

 

 

Venite  

1    O come, let us sing to the Lord;  

let us heartily rejoice in the rock of our salvation. 

2    Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving   

and be glad in him with psalms. 
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3    For the Lord is a great God   

and a great king above all gods. 

4    In his hand are the depths of the earth   

and the heights of the mountains are his also. 

5    The sea is his, for he made it,  

and his hands have moulded the dry land. 

6    Come, let us worship and bow down   

and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

7    For he is our God;   

we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 

 

Glory to God Source of all being, 

eternal Word and Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

Collect  

Creator of the heavens, 

who led the Magi by a star 

to worship the Christ-child: 

guide and sustain us, 

that we may find our journey’s end 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

 

 

1st Reading  

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah Chapter 60 verses 1-6  

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  

For darkness shall cover the earth, 

   and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the Lord will arise upon you, 

   and his glory will appear over you.  
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Nations shall come to your light, 

   and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  

 

Lift up your eyes and look around; 

   they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, 

   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.  

Then you shall see and be radiant; 

   your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

   the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  

A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

   the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

   all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

   and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God    

 

 

Alleluia  

Alleluia, alleluia. 

We have seen his star at its rising, 

and have come to pay him homage. 

Alleluia. 

 

Gospel  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 

wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child 

who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 

rising and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, 

he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all 

the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 

the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for 

so it has been written by the prophet:  

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
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for from you shall come a ruler 

   who is to shepherd my people Israel.”’ 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 

exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to 

Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you 

have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 

homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead 

of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 

over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 

stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they 

saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 

homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of 

gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not 

to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord  Praise to you, O Christ  

  

 

Talk  

 

 

Affirmation of Faith 

Let us affirm our faith 
in Jesus Christ the Son of God.  

Though he was divine,          

he did not cling to equality with God,                

but made himself nothing.             

Taking the form of a slave,         

he was born in human likeness.                 

He humbled himself and was obedient to death,           

even the death of the cross.               

Therefore God has raised him on high,               

and given him the name above every name;              

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,             

and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,      

to the glory of God the Father.  

Amen. 
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Intercessions  

Between the prayers we say   

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer.   

  

At the end of the prayers we say   

Merciful God,  

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:  

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for 
ever.        

Amen.  

 

 

Praise response 

 

The glory of the Lord has been revealed 

and all flesh shall see it together 

 

Jesus Christ is the light of the world 

A light no darkness can quench 

 

Let your light scatter the darkness 

And fill your Church with your glory 
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Blessing and Dismissal  

Christ our Lord,          
 to whom kings bowed down in worship and offered gifts,   
 reveal to you his glory        
 and pour upon you the riches of his grace;     

 And the blessing of God almighty,       
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,       
be among you and those you love today and always.  

Amen.  

  

We go into the world 

to walk in God’s light, 

to rejoice in God’s love 

and to reflect God’s glory. 

Amen. 
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