
St. Christopher’s Church, Hinchley Wood 
Sunday 20th December 2020.  4th Sunday of Advent 

Welcome to our “Hybrid” Sunday Service.  Hybrid means that some people are 
joining us in Church if it is safe for them to do so and other are joining via Zoom or 
YouTube from their homes. 

As we join together in worship, let us remember the gifts we have been given by 
God. Let us remind ourselves that God is loving and generous and always wants the 
best from us and for us. 

Please join in with the words in bold print.  

 
Gathering 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you 

All   and also with you. 
 
 
Hymn 
 

Long ago, prophets knew 
 

1 Long ago, prophets knew  
 Christ would come, born a Jew,  
 come to make all things new;  
 bear his People's burden,  
 freely love and pardon.  
  Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!   
  Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!   
  When he comes,  
  when he comes,   
  who will make him welcome?  
 

2 God in time, God in man,  
 this is God's timeless plan:  
 he will come, as a man,  
 born himself of woman,  
 God divinely human.  
  Chorus  
 

3 Mary hail! Though afraid, 
 she believed, she obeyed. 
 In her womb, God is laid: 
 till the time expected, 
 nurtured and protected, 
  Chorus  
 



4 Journey ends! Where afar 
 Bethl'em shines, like a star, 
 stable door stands ajar. 
 unborn Son of Mary, 
 Saviour, do not tarry! 
  Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!   
  Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!   
  Jesus comes!  
  Jesus comes!  
  We will make him welcome!  
 
Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000) 
© 1971 Stainer & Bell Ltd 
 
 
Lighting the Candles of the Advent Wreath 
 
God our Father, 
the angel Gabriel told the Virgin Mary 
that she was to be the mother of your Son. 
Though Mary was afraid, 
she responded to your call with joy. 
Help us, whom you call to serve you, 
to share like her in your great work 
of bringing to our world your love and healing. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
the light who is coming into the world. 
Amen. 

Confession 

Let us confess our sins and failings, knowing that when we do this from our heart we 
will be forgiven. 

 
Too often we have failed to be obedient to God’s will. 

Lord have mercy  All   Lord, have mercy. 
 

Too often we have failed to use the gifts God has given us or the opportunities we 
been have sent. 

Christ, have mercy.  All   Christ, have mercy. 
 

Too often we have done things for our own convenience, and not taken account of 
the needs of others. 

Lord have mercy  All   Lord, have mercy. 
 
 
 



Absolution 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and keep you in life eternal;  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 
 

Collect 

Eternal God, 
as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, 
so we wait for his coming in glory; 
bring us through the birth pangs of this present age 
to see, with her, our great salvation 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All  Amen. 
 
 
Reading 

A reading from the Second Book of Samuel   

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from 
all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am 
living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.”  Nathan said to the 
king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.” 

But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan:   

Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a 
house to live in?  I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people 
of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a 
tabernacle.  Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I 
ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to 
shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of 
cedar?”   

Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of 
hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my 
people Israel;  and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all 
your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name 
of the great ones of the earth.  And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and 
will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; 
and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly,  from the time that I 
appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your 
enemies.  

Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God   

 



Psalm 89 

I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever; 
    with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations. 
I declare that your steadfast love is established forever; 
    your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 
You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, 
    I have sworn to my servant David: 
‘I will establish your descendants forever, 
    and build your throne for all generations.’” 
 
Then you spoke in a vision to your faithful one, and said: 
    “I have set the crown on one who is mighty, 
    I have exalted one chosen from the people. 
I have found my servant David; 
    with my holy oil I have anointed him; 
my hand shall always remain with him; 
    my arm also shall strengthen him. 
The enemy shall not outwit him, 
    the wicked shall not humble him. 
I will crush his foes before him 
    and strike down those who hate him. 
My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with him; 
    and in my name his horn shall be exalted. 
I will set his hand on the sea 
    and his right hand on the rivers. 
He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father, 
    my God, and the Rock of my salvation!’ 
 
 
Acclamation 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
I am the handmaid of the Lord: 
let what you have said be done to me. 
Alleluia! 

 

Gospel 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, 
favoured one! The Lord is with you.’  But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be.   

The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with 
God.  And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name 



him Jesus.  He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  He will reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’   

Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’   

The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God.  And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.  For 
nothing will be impossible with God.’   

Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Talk 

 
 
Affirmation of Faith 

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

All    Though he was divine, 
he did not cling to equality with God, 
but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave, 
he was born in human likeness. 
He humbled himself 
and was obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross. 
Therefore God has raised him on high, 
and given him the name above every name: 
that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, 
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Intercessions 

Between the prayers we say  

Lord, in your mercy 
All   hear our prayer.  
 



At the end of the prayers we say  

Merciful God, accept our prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here. 
All   His Spirit is with us. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 
 
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; 
as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, 
he lived on earth and went about among us; 
he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; 
he put an end to death by dying for us; 
and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; 
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 
 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 
All    Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 



Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
All    Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of St. Christopher and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All   Amen. 
 
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 



Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 
 
Distribution of Communion 
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
If you wish to receive holy communion please stand 
The body of Christ 
All Amen 
 
Holy Communion is distributed to those in the Church. 
 
 

Reflection Anthem 
 

People, look east 
 
1 People, look east. The time is near  

of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able, 
trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the guest, is on the way. 

 
2 Furrows, be glad. Though the earth is bare, 

one more seed is planted there: 
give up your strength the seed to nourish, 
that in course the flower may flourish. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 

 
3 Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 

guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen 



he for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the bird, is on the way. 

 
4 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 

one more light the bowl shall brim, 
shining beyond the frosty weather, 
bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the star, is on the way. 

 
5 Angels, announce to man and beast 

him who cometh from the East. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
with the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

 
Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965) 
 
 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion  
 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now 
receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. O 
most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, 
who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to be the mother of the promised saviour: 
fill us your servants with your grace, 
that in all things we may embrace your holy will 
and with her rejoice in your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 All Amen 
 
 
Notices 
 
 



Hymn 
 

Tell out my soul 
 
 
1 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
 Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice; 
 tender to me the promise of his word; 
 in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 
 
2 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name! 
 Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
 his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
 his holy Name, the Lord, the Mighty One. 
 
3 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 
 Powers and dominions lay their glory by. 
 Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 
 the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 
4 Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 
 Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
 to children's children and for evermore! 
 
Timothy Dudley-Smith (born 1926) from Luke 1 vs46-55  
© administered by Oxford University Press in Europe (including UK and Ireland) and 
Africa, and by Hope Publishing Company in all other territories (including USA) 
 
 
 
Blessing and Dismissal 
 
As you go out into the world,  
may you be thankful for the gifts bestowed on you,  
and the opportunities given to you. 
May you resolve anew to use these  
for the furtherance of God’s kingdom here on earth. 
And may the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you and remain with you always. 

All   Amen. 
 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All   In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

  



Unfortunately, since we are now doing “Hybrid” services we can no longer 
meet virtually after the service to share news (and any socialising in the 

Church is not permitted). 
 

If you are in the church, please stay in your place until you 
are directed by a steward to leave the building. 

 
Thank you for filling in our COVID-19 track and trace book, if you 
feel unwell during the week, please ring 07824 323815 so that we 

can contact others who were here today. 
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