
St. Christopher’s Church, Hinchley Wood 
Sunday 10th January 2021 – Feast of the Baptism of Christ 

Welcome to our “Virtual” Sunday Service.  We have returned to “Virtual Only” 
services as the number of COVID cases is very high in our area and this seems the 
best way to encourage us all to “Stay at Home”.   

Today we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus Christ. It is a moment in time that reveals 
who he is. In that light we remember our own baptisms, which reveal who we are: 
children of God. 

Please join in with the words in bold print.  

 
Gathering 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you 

All   and also with you. 
 
 
Hymn: The sinless on to Jordan came (sung by St. Martin’s Voices) 
 
1 The sinless one to Jordan came 
 to share our fallen nature's blame; 
 God's righteousness he thus fulfilled 
 and chose the path his Father willed. 
  
2 Uprising from the waters there, 
 the voice from heaven did witness bear 
 that he, the Son of God, had come 
 to lead his scattered people home. 
  
3 Above him see the heavenly dove, 
 the sign of God the Father's love, 
 now by the Holy Spirit shed 
 upon the Son's anointed head. 
  
4 How blessed that mission then begun 
 to heal and save a race undone; 
 straight to the wilderness he goes 
 to wrestle with his people's foes. 
  
5 Dear Lord, let those baptised from sin 
 go forth with you, a world to win; 
 and send the Holy Spirit's power 
 to shield them in temptation's hour. 



  
6 On you shall all your people feed 
 and know you are the bread indeed, 
 who gives eternal life to those- 
 that with you died, and with you rose. 
 
George B Timms (1910-1997) based on Mark 1 vs 9-11 from English Praise (adapted) 
© Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. 
 

Confession 

Let us come before God together to tell the truth about our lives, and let us hear 
God speak the truth about our lives – we are God’s children, and we are forgiven. 

We are made in God’s image, to reflect God’s love and truth. We are sorry for the 
times we forget this. 

Lord have mercy  All   Lord, have mercy. 

We are God’s children, made for God’s love and delight. We are sorry for the times 
we neglect this. 

Christ, have mercy.  All   Christ, have mercy. 

Christ came to save us from our sins. We are sorry for the times we continue sinning 
in defiance of God’s will. 

Lord have mercy  All   Lord, have mercy. 

 

 
Absolution 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself 
and cleanse you from all your sins, that you may behold the glory of his Son, 
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 
 

Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 
thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right 
hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 



Collect 

Heavenly Father, 
at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: 
may we recognize him as our Lord 
and know ourselves to be your beloved children; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
All  Amen. 
 
 

Reading: (Acts 19:1-7) 

 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul travelled through the interior of the province 
and arrived in Ephesus. There he found some disciples  and asked them, “Did you 
receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” 

“We have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit,” they answered. 

“Well, then, what kind of baptism did you receive?” Paul asked. 

“The baptism of John,” they answered. 

Paul said, “The baptism of John was for those who turned from their sins; and he 
told the people of Israel to believe in the one who was coming after him—that is, in 
Jesus.” 

When they heard this, they were baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus. Paul 
placed his hands on them, and the Holy Spirit came upon them; they spoke in 
strange tongues and also proclaimed God's message. They were about twelve 
men in all. 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God   
 
 
Psalm 29 

 

Praise the Lord, you heavenly beings; 
    praise his glory and power. 
Praise the Lord's glorious name; 
    bow down before the Holy One when he appears.  

The voice of the Lord is heard on the seas; 
    the glorious God thunders, 
    and his voice echoes over the ocean. 
The voice of the Lord is heard 
    in all its might and majesty. 

The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars, 
    even the cedars of Lebanon. 



He makes the mountains of Lebanon jump like calves 
    and makes Mount Hermon leap like a young bull. 

The voice of the Lord makes the lightning flash. 
His voice makes the desert shake; 
    he shakes the desert of Kadesh. 
The Lord's voice shakes the oaks 
    and strips the leaves from the trees 
    while everyone in his Temple shouts, “Glory to God!” 

The Lord rules over the deep waters; 
    he rules as king forever. 
The Lord gives strength to his people 
    and blesses them with peace. 

 
 
 
Gospel: (Mark 1:4-11) 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
John appeared in the desert, baptising and preaching.  “Turn away from your sins 
and be baptised,” he told the people, “and God will forgive your sins.”  Many people 
from the province of Judea and the city of Jerusalem went out to hear John. They 
confessed their sins, and he baptised them in the Jordan River. 
 

John wore clothes made of camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. He announced to the people, “The man who will 
come after me is much greater than I am. I am not good enough even to bend down 
and untie his sandals.  I baptise you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy 
Spirit.” 
 
Not long afterward Jesus came from Nazareth in the province of Galilee, and was 
baptised by John in the Jordan.  As soon as Jesus came up out of the water, he saw 
heaven opening and the Spirit coming down on him like a dove.  And a voice came 
from heaven, “You are my own dear Son. I am pleased with you.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 
 
Talk 

 
 
 
 
 



Hymn: We shall draw water joyfully (sung by St. Martin’s Voices) 
 
 We shall draw water joyfully, singing joyfully, singing joyfully;  
 we shall draw water joyfully from the wellsprings of salvation.  
 

1 Truly God is our salvation; 
 we trust, we shall not fear. 
 For the Lord is our strength, 
 the Lord is our song; 
 he became our Saviour. 
  
2 Give thanks, O give thanks to the Lord; 
 give praise to his holy name! 
 Make his mighty deeds known to all of the nations; 
 proclaim his greatness. 
  
Paul Inwood (born 1947) 
© 1988 Paul Inwood, published by OCP Publications 
 
 
Renewal of Baptismal Commitment 

 
In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light.  To follow Christ 
means dying to sin and rising to new life with him. 

Therefore I ask: 

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 

All   I reject them. 

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 

All   I renounce them. 

Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 

All   I repent of them. 

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 

All   I turn to Christ. 

Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 

All   I submit to Christ. 

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 

All   I come to Christ. 

 

May God, who has given you the desire to follow Christ, give you the strength to 
continue in the Way. 

Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess the faith of the Church. 



Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 

All    I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 

All    I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 

All    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith 
with all who have been baptised into your name. 
Keep us faithful to our baptism, and so make us ready for that day 
when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

All   Amen. 

 

Reflection: Listen sweet dove – Grayston Ives   
sung by the Choral Scholars of St Martin-in-the-Fields 

 

Listen sweet dove unto my song, 
And spread thy golden wings in me; 
Hatching my tender heart so long, 
Till it get wing and flie away with thee. 
 
Such glorious gifts thou didst bestow 
The earth did like a heav’n appeare, 
The starres were coming down to know 
If they might mend their wages and serve here. 
 
The sunne which once did shine alone, 
Hung down his head and wisht for night, 



When he beheld twelve sunnes for one 
Going about the world and giving light. 
 
Lord though we change thou art the same, 
The same sweet God of love and light: 
Restore this day for thy great name, 
Unto his ancient and miraculous right. 
 
George Herbert (1593-1633) 
 
 
Intercessions 

Between the prayers we say  

Lord, in your mercy 
All   hear our prayer.  
 
At the end of the prayers we say  

Merciful God, accept our prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 
 
Prayer of Spiritual Communion  
 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now 
receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. O 
most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
  



Closing Prayer 
 
Lord of all time and eternity, 
you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father 
in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: 
by the power of your Spirit 
complete the heavenly work of our rebirth 
through the waters of the new creation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All Amen 
 
 
Hymn – God is working his purpose out (sung by St Martin’s Voices) 
 
1 God is working his purpose out as year succeeds to year, 
 God is working his purpose out, and the time is drawing near; 
 nearer and nearer draws the time, the time that shall surely be, 
 when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God as the waters cover the sea. 
 
2 From utmost east to utmost west wherever feet have trod, 
 by the mouth of many messengers goes forth the voice of God, 
 'Give ear to me, ye continents, ye isles, give ear to me, 
 that the earth may be filled with the glory of God as the waters cover the sea.' 
 
3 What can we do to work God's work, to prosper and increase 
 the love of God in all mankind, the reign of the Prince of Peace? 
 What can we do to hasten the time, the time that shall surely be, 
 when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God as the waters cover the sea? 
 
4 All we can do is nothing worth unless God blesses the deed; 
 vainly we hope for the harvest-time till God gives life to the seed; 
 yet nearer and nearer draws the time, the time that shall surely be, 
 when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God as the waters cover the sea. 
 
Arthur Campbell Ainger (1841-1919) 
 
 
Blessing and Dismissal 
 

May God the Father, 
who led the wise men by the shining of a star 
to find the Christ, the Light from light, 
lead you also in your pilgrimage to find the Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 

May God the Son, 
who turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana, 
transform your lives and make glad your hearts. 

All   Amen. 
  



May God the Holy Spirit, 
who came upon the beloved Son 
at his baptism in the river Jordan, 
pour out his gifts on you 
who have come to the waters of new birth. 

All   Amen. 
And the blessing of God almighty 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All   Amen. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All   In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

 

 
Please join us for a ZOOM coffee and chat after the service.   

You will be invited to share your video and unmute your microphone. 
This is a great time to share news and information. 
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