
St. Christopher’s Church, Hinchley Wood 
Sunday 24th January 2021 – 3rd Sunday of Epiphany 

Welcome to our “Virtual” Sunday Service.  In whatever way you are joining us, via 
Zoom or YouTube, we pray that you may be able to experience the presence of God 
this morning. 

As we approach Lent we pause to glimpse God’s glory revealed in scripture. As we 
watch in wonder Christ transfigured, we ask God to transform our lives, bringing us 
fresh commitment and courage to make God’s glory known to others. 

Please join in with the words in bold print.  

 

Gathering 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you 

All   and also with you. 
 
 

Hymn: O God beyond all praising (sung by St Martin’s Voices) 
 

1 O God beyond all praising, 
 we worship you today 
 and sing the love amazing 
 that songs cannot repay; 
 for we can only wonder 
 at every gift you send, 
 at blessings without number 
 and mercies without end: 
 we lift our hearts before you 
 and wait upon your word, 
 we honour and adore you, 
 our great and mighty Lord. 
 

2 Then hear, O gracious Saviour, 
 accept the love we bring, 
 that we who know your favour 
 may serve you as our king; 
 and whether our tomorrows 
 be filled with good or ill, 
 we'II triumph through our sorrows 
 and rise to bless you still: 
 to marvel at your beauty 
 and glory in your ways, 
 and make a joyful duty 
 our sacrifice of praise. 
 

Michael Perry (1942-1996)  © Mrs B Perry/Jubilate Hymns 
 



Confession 
 

Christ was revealed in perfection to his disciples. We come in confession to reveal 
our failings and flaws, trusting in God’s perfect mercy. 

For the times when we fail to recognise and acknowledge the glory of God. 

Lord have mercy  All   Lord, have mercy. 

For the times when we fail to recognise and honour God revealed in others. 

Christ, have mercy.  All   Christ, have mercy. 

For the times when we fail to recognise and fulfil our own God-given potential. 

Lord have mercy  All   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Absolution 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself 
and cleanse you from all your sins, that you may behold the glory of his Son, 
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 
 

Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 
thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right 
hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

Collect 

Almighty Father, 
whose Son was revealed in majesty 
before he suffered death upon the cross: 
give us grace to perceive his glory, 
that we may be strengthened to suffer with him 
and be changed into his likeness,  
from glory to glory; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
All  Amen. 
 



Reading: (2 Corinthians 4:3-6) 

 
A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians 

For if the gospel we preach is hidden, it is hidden only from those who are being 
lost. They do not believe, because their minds have been kept in the dark by the 
evil god of this world. He keeps them from seeing the light shining on them, the 
light that comes from the Good News about the glory of Christ, who is the exact 
likeness of God.  For it is not ourselves that we preach; we preach Jesus Christ as 
Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. The God who said, “Out of 
darkness the light shall shine!” is the same God who made his light shine in our 
hearts, to bring us the knowledge of God's glory shining in the face of Christ. 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God   

 
 
Psalm 50 

The Almighty God, the Lord, speaks;  
    he calls to the whole earth from east to west. 
God shines from Zion, 
    the city perfect in its beauty. 
Our God is coming, but not in silence; 
    a raging fire is in front of him, 
    a furious storm around him. 
He calls heaven and earth as witnesses 
    to see him judge his people. 
He says, “Gather my faithful people to me, 
    those who made a covenant with me  
    by offering a sacrifice.” 
The heavens proclaim that God is righteous, 
    that he himself is judge. 
 
 
Gospel: (Mark 9 : 2 - 9) 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Six days later Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John, and led them up a high 
mountain, where they were alone. As they looked on, a change came over 
Jesus, and his clothes became shining white—whiter than anyone in the world could 
wash them.  Then the three disciples saw Elijah and Moses talking with Jesus.  Peter 
spoke up and said to Jesus, “Teacher, how good it is that we are here! We will make 
three tents, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”  He and the others were 
so frightened that he did not know what to say. 

Then a cloud appeared and covered them with its shadow, and a voice came from 
the cloud, “This is my own dear Son—listen to him!”  They took a quick look around 
but did not see anyone else; only Jesus was with them. 



As they came down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Don't tell anyone what you 
have seen, until the Son of Man has risen from death.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ 

 
Talk 

 
Affirmation of Faith 

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

All Though he was divine, 
he did not cling to equality with God, 
but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave, 
he was born in human likeness.  
He humbled himself 
and was obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross. 
Therefore God has raised him on high, 
and given him the name above every name: 
that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, 
and every voice proclaim  
that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
 

Intercessions 

Between the prayers we say  

Lord, in your mercy 
All   hear our prayer.  
 
At the end of the prayers we say  

Merciful God, accept our prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 

Amen. 



Reflection Hymn (A Song of the Light – Simon Lole)  
(sung by St Martin’s Voices) 
 

Light of the world, in grace and beauty, 
mirror of God’s eternal face. 
Transparent flame of love’s free duty, 
you bring salvation to our race.  
 
Now as we see the lights of evening, 
we raise our voice in hymns of praise. 
Worthy are you of endless blessing, 
sun of our night, lamp of our days.  
 
Phos Hilaron (from ‘Celebrating Common Prayer’) 

 
Prayer of Spiritual Communion  
 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now 
receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. O 
most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Holy God, 
we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ: 
may we who are partakers in his sacrifice 
reflect his life in word and deed, 
that all the world may know his power to change and save. 
This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All Amen 
 
Hymn – Shine Jesus Shine (sung by St Martin’s Voices) 
 

1 Lord, the light of Your love is shining, 
in the midst of the darkness, shining: 
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us; 
set us free by the truth You now bring us - 
shine on me, shine on me. 
 Shine, Jesus, shine,  
 fill this land with the Father's glory;  
 blaze, Spirit, blaze,  
 set our hearts on fire.  
 Flow, river, flow,  
 flood the nations with grace and mercy;  
 send forth Your word,  
 Lord, and let there be light!  



2 Lord, I come to Your awesome presence, 
from the shadows into Your radiance; 
by the blood I may enter Your brightness: 
set us free by the truth You now bring us 
shine on me, shine on me. 
 Chorus  

3 As we gaze on Your kingly brightness 
so our faces display Your likeness, 
ever changing from glory to glory: 
mirrored here, may our lives tell your story - 
shine on me, shine on me. 

Chorus  

Graham Kendrick (born 1950) 
© 1987 Make Way Music, PO Box 263, Croydon, Surrey, CR9 5AP, UK. info@makewaymusic.com. International 
copyright secured. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

Blessing and Dismissal 

 

May the Most High God, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
clothe you in righteous robes, 
washed pure by the precious blood of the Lamb, 
and gather us all into one company at the heavenly banquet. 
And the blessing of God almighty 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All   Amen. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All   In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

 

 
Please join us for a ZOOM coffee and chat after the service.   

You will be invited to share your video and unmute your microphone. 
This is a great time to share news and information. 
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