
St. Christopher’s Church, Hinchley Wood 
Sunday 21st February 2021 – 1st Sunday of Lent 

Welcome to our “Virtual” Sunday Service.  In whatever way you are joining us, via 
Zoom or YouTube, we pray that you may be able to experience the presence of God 
this morning. 

As we come to worship in these first days of Lent, we offer our lives afresh to the 
Lord, who promises to be with us and sustain us by the Spirit through whatever lies 
ahead. Jesus has defeated every power that opposes God’s rule. Let us praise God. 

Please join in with the words in bold print.  

 

Gathering 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you 

All   and also with you. 
 

Hymn: I heard the voice of Jesus say (sung by St Martin’s Voices) 
 

1 I heard the voice of Jesus say: 
 'Come unto me and rest; 
 lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
 thy head upon my breast.' 
 I came to Jesus as I was, 
 weary and worn and sad, 
 I found in him a resting-place, 
 and he has made me glad. 
 

2 I heard the voice of Jesus say: 
 'Behold, I freely give 
 the living water; thirsty one, 
 stoop down and drink and live.' 
 I came to Jesus, and I drank 
 of that life-giving stream; 
 my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
 and now I live in him. 
 

3 I heard the voice of Jesus say: 
 'I am this dark world's Light; 
 look unto me, thy morn shall rise, 
 and all thy day be bright.' 
 I looked to Jesus, and I found 
 in him my star, my sun; 
 and in that light of life I'll walk, 
 till travelling days are done. 
 

Horatius Bonar (1808-1889) 

 



Confession 
 

Jesus endured a shameful death that we might draw close to God in shame-free life. 
So we come to our Saviour in gratitude and repentance. 

We repent of the distance between our anxious thoughts and trusting faith. 

Lord have mercy  All   Lord, have mercy. 

We repent of the distance between our harsh words and gentle wisdom. 

Christ, have mercy.  All   Christ, have mercy. 

We repent of the distance between our self-oriented deeds and Godly-purposed 
actions. 

Lord have mercy  All   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Absolution 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself 
and cleanse you from all your sins, that you may behold the glory of his Son, 
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 
 

Opening Prayer (Collect) 

Heavenly Father, 
your Son battled with the powers of darkness, 
and grew closer to you in the desert: 
help us to use these days to grow in wisdom and prayer 
that we may witness to your saving love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
 
 

Reading: (Genesis 9:8-17) 
 

A reading from the book of Genesis 

God said to Noah and his sons,  “I am now making my covenant with you and with 
your descendants, and with all living beings—all birds and all animals—everything 
that came out of the boat with you.  With these words I make my covenant with 
you: I promise that never again will all living beings be destroyed by a flood; never 
again will a flood destroy the earth.  As a sign of this everlasting covenant which I 
am making with you and with all living beings, I am putting my bow in the clouds. It 
will be the sign of my covenant with the world.  Whenever I cover the sky with 
clouds and the rainbow appears, I will remember my promise to you and to all the 
animals that a flood will never again destroy all living beings.  When the rainbow 
appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant 
between me and all living beings on earth.  That is the sign of the promise which I 
am making to all living beings.” 

This is the word of the Lord.   All Thanks be to God   



 
Psalm 25 

To you, O Lord, I offer my prayer; 
in you, my God, I trust. 

Save me from the shame of defeat; 
     don't let my enemies gloat over me! 
Defeat does not come to those who trust in you, 

but to those who are quick to rebel against you. 
 

Teach me your ways, O Lord; 
make them known to me. 

Teach me to live according to your truth, 
for you are my God, who saves me. 

     I always trust in you. 
 

Remember, O Lord, your kindness and constant love 
which you have shown from long ago. 

Forgive the sins and errors of my youth. 
In your constant love and goodness, 

remember me, Lord! 
 

Because the Lord is righteous and good, 
he teaches sinners the path they should follow. 

He leads the humble in the right way 
and teaches them his will. 

 
 

Acclamation 
 
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
“And a voice came from heaven,  
‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’”  

All   Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
 
 

Gospel: (Mark 1:9-15) 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Not long afterward Jesus came from Nazareth in the province of Galilee, and was 
baptised by John in the Jordan.  As soon as Jesus came up out of the water, he saw 
heaven opening and the Spirit coming down on him like a dove.  And a voice came 
from heaven, “You are my own dear Son. I am pleased with you.” 

At once the Spirit made him go into the desert, where he stayed forty days, being 
tempted by Satan. Wild animals were there also, but angels came and helped him. 

After John had been put in prison, Jesus went to Galilee and preached the Good 
News from God.  “The right time has come,” he said, “and the Kingdom of God is 
near! Turn away from your sins and believe the Good News!” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ 



 
Talk 

 
 

Affirmation of Faith 

Let us declare our faith in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

All Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, 
and to all the apostles: 
this we have received, 
and this we believe. 
Amen. 
 
 

Intercessions 

Between the prayers we say  

Lord, in your mercy 
All   hear our prayer.  
 
At the end of the prayers we say  

Merciful God, accept our prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 
 
 
Reflection Hymn (The Lent Prose) (sung by St Martin’s Voices) 
 
 
 



Prayer of Spiritual Communion  
 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now 
receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. O 
most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Lord God, 
you have renewed us with the living word; 
by it you nourish our faith, increase our hope, and strengthen our love: 
teach us always to hunger for him who is the truth and life, 
and enable us to live by every word 
that proceeds from out of your mouth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 
 
 
Hymn – Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us  (sung by St Martin’s Voices) 
 

1 Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
 o'er the world's tempestuous sea; 
 guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us 
 for we have no help but thee; 
 yet possessing every blessing, 
 if our God our Father be. 
 
2 Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us; 
 all our weakness thou dost know; 
 thou didst tread this earth before us, 
 thou didst feel its keenest woe; 
 self denying, death defying, 
 thou to Calvary didst go. 
 
3 Spirit of our God, descending, 
 fill our hearts with heavenly joy, 
 love with every passion blending, 
 pleasure that can never cloy: 
 thus provided, pardoned, guided, 
 nothing can our peace destroy. 
 

James Edmeston (1791-1867) 
 

 

  



Blessing and Dismissal 

 

May you know that you are blessed by God’s unfailing love, 
that you are saved by the Son through baptism, 
and sustained by the Spirit through the wilderness. 
And the blessing of God almighty 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All   Amen. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All   In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

 

 
Please join us for a ZOOM coffee and chat after the service.   

You will be invited to share your video and unmute your microphone. 
This is a great time to share news and information. 
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