
St. Christopher’s Church, Hinchley Wood  

Sunday 7th March 2021 

  

Welcome to our virtual Sunday Service as we join together online from 

our homes.  

Today is the 3rd Sunday of Lent and the theme for our service is ‘what 

does it mean for us to live as God’s people?’ 

 

Please join in with the words in bold print. 

 

 

Gathering  

 

Lord, direct our thoughts, and teach us to pray. 

Lift up our hearts to worship you in spirit and in truth, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

Hymn 

Praise to the Holiest in the height  
sung by St Martin’s Voices 

 

1 Praise to the Holiest in the height, 

 and in the depth be praise: 

 in all his words most wonderful, 

 most sure in all his ways. 

 

2 O loving wisdom of our God! 

 when all was sin and shame, 

 a second Adam to the fight  

 and to the rescue came. 

 

3 O generous love! that he, who smote 

 in man for man the foe, 

 the double agony in man 

 for man should undergo; 
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4 And in the garden secretly, 

 and on the Cross on high, 

 should teach his brethren, and inspire 

 to suffer and to die. 

 

5 Praise to the Holiest in the height, 

 and in the depth be praise: 

 in all his words most wonderful, 

 most sure in all his ways. 

 
John Henry Newman (1801-1890) 

 

Confession  

Compassion and forgiveness belong to the Lord our God, 

though we have rebelled against him. 

Let us then renounce our wilfulness and ask his mercy 

by confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 

 

We confess to you our selfishness and lack of love: 

fill us with your Spirit. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

We confess to you our fear and failure in sharing our faith: 

fill us with your Spirit. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

We confess to you our stubbornness and lack of trust: 

fill us with your Spirit. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Absolution 

May the God of love 

bring you back to himself, 

forgive you your sins, 

and assure you of his eternal love 

in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Psalm 19: 7-14 
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The law of the Lord is perfect; it gives new strength.  

The commands of the Lord are trustworthy, giving wisdom to those 

who lack it. The laws of the Lord are right, and those who obey 

them are happy.  

The commands of the Lord are just and give understanding to the 

mind. Reverence for the Lord is good; it will continue forever.  

The judgments of the Lord are just; they are always fair. They are 

more desirable than the finest gold; they are sweeter than the 

purest honey. They give knowledge to me, your servant; I am 

rewarded for obeying them.  

None of us can see our own errors; deliver me, Lord, from hidden 

faults!  Keep me safe, also, from wilful sins; don't let them rule over 

me. Then I shall be perfect and free from the evil of sin.  

May my words and my thoughts be acceptable to you, O Lord, my 

refuge and my redeemer! 

 

Collect 

Eternal God, give us insight to discern your will for us, 

to give up what harms us, and to seek the perfection we are 

promised in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

 

1st Reading Exodus 20: 1-17 

A reading from the book of Exodus  

God spoke, and these were his words: "I am the Lord your God who 

brought you out of Egypt, where you were slaves.  

"Worship no god but me.  

"Do not make for yourselves images of anything in heaven or on earth or 

in the water under the earth. Do not bow down to any idol or worship it, 

because I am the Lord your God and I tolerate no rivals. I bring 

punishment on those who hate me and on their descendants down to 

the third and fourth generation. But I show my love to thousands of 

generations of those who love me and obey my laws.  

"Do not use my name for evil purposes, for I, the Lord your God, will 

punish anyone who misuses my name.  
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"Observe the Sabbath and keep it holy. You have six days in which to do 

your work, but the seventh day is a day of rest dedicated to me. On that 

day no one is to work - neither you, your children, your slaves, your 

animals, nor the foreigners who live in your country. In six days I, the 

Lord, made the earth, the sky, the seas, and everything in them, but on 

the seventh day I rested. That is why I, the Lord, blessed the Sabbath 

and made it holy.  

"Respect your father and your mother, so that you may live a long time 

in the land that I am giving you.  

"Do not commit murder.  

"Do not commit adultery. 

"Do not steal.  

"Do not accuse anyone falsely.  

"Do not desire another man's house; do not desire his wife, his slaves, 

his cattle, his donkeys, or anything else that he owns."  

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God    

 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 

 

Gospel John 2:13-22 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

It was almost time for the Passover Festival, so Jesus went to 

Jerusalem. There in the Temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, 

and pigeons, and also the moneychangers sitting at their tables. So he 

made a whip from cords and drove all the animals out of the Temple, 

both the sheep and the cattle; he overturned the tables of the 

moneychangers and scattered their coins; and he ordered those who 

sold the pigeons, "Take them out of here! Stop making my Father's 

house a marketplace!" His disciples remembered that the scripture says, 

"My devotion to your house, O God, burns in me like a fire."  
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The Jewish authorities came back at him with a question, "What miracle 

can you perform to show us that you have the right to do this?" Jesus 

answered, "Tear down this Temple, and in three days I will build it 

again."  "Are you going to build it again in three days?" they asked him. 

"It has taken forty-six years to build this Temple!"  

But the temple Jesus was speaking about was his body. So when he 

was raised from death, his disciples remembered that he had said this, 

and they believed the scripture and what Jesus had said.  

 This is the Gospel of the Lord  Praise to you, O Christ  

  

 

Talk  

 

 

Affirmation of Faith 

Let us affirm our faith 
in Jesus Christ the Son of God.  

Though he was divine,          

he did not cling to equality with God,                

but made himself nothing.             

Taking the form of a slave,         

he was born in human likeness.                 

He humbled himself and was obedient to death,           

even the death of the cross.               

Therefore God has raised him on high,               

and given him the name above every name;              

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,             

and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,      

to the glory of God the Father.  

Amen. 

 

Intercessions  

Between the prayers we say   

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer.   
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At the end of the prayers we say   

Merciful God,  

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  

our Saviour Jesus Christ.   

Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:  

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for 
ever.        

Amen.  

 

 

Anthem 

Lord, for thy tender mercy’s sake – Farrant  
sung by St Martin’s Voices 

 

Lord, for thy tender mercy’s sake, 

lay not our sins to our charge, 

but forgive that is past, 

and give us grace to amend our sinful lives: 

to decline from sin and incline to virtue, 

that we may walk in a perfect heart 

before thee now and evermore. Amen. 

 

 

 
from ‘Lydley's Prayers’, in Christian Prayers and Holy Meditations (1568) 

Henry Bull (c.1530-1577) 
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Prayer of Spiritual Communion 

 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have 

given me, for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since 

I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come 

spiritually into my heart. O most merciful redeemer, friend and 

brother, may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and 

follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.  

 

Hymn 

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 

sung by St Martin’s Voices 

 

1 Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 

 o'er the world's tempestuous sea; 

 guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us 

 for we have no help but thee; 

 yet possessing every blessing, 

 if our God our Father be. 

 

2 Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us; 

 all our weakness thou dost know; 

 thou didst tread this earth before us, 

 thou didst feel its keenest woe; 

 self denying, death defying, 

 thou to Calvary didst go. 

 

3 Spirit of our God, descending, 

 fill our hearts with heavenly joy, 

 love with every passion blending, 

 pleasure that can never cloy: 

 thus provided, pardoned, guided, 

 nothing can our peace destroy. 

 
James Edmeston (1791-1867) 
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Blessing and Dismissal  

May God the Father,         
 who does not despise the broken spirit,      
 give to you a contrite heart.        
 Amen. 

 

May Christ,          
 who bore our sins in his body on the tree,     
 heal you by his wounds.        
 Amen. 

May the Holy Spirit,         
 who leads us into all truth,        
 speak to you words of pardon and peace.     
 Amen.     

 And the blessing of God almighty,       
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,       
be among you and those you love today and always.  

Amen.  

  

We go into the world to walk in God’s light, 

to rejoice in God’s love and to reflect God’s glory. 

Amen. 

 

 
 

Please join us for a ZOOM coffee and chat after the service. You 

will be invited to share your video and unmute your microphone.  

 

 

 
Bible passages from Good News Translation (GNT) Copyright © 1992 by 

American Bible Society Liturgy © copyright The Archbishops’ Council 2000  

 

St. Christopher’s holds Church Copyright Licences for music that is copied and 

livestreamed. For further details see: 

https://www.stchristopherschurch.org.uk/about-us/pcc/church-copyright- 

licensing  
 


