
St. Christopher’s Church, Hinchley Wood 
Sunday 11th April 2021 – 2nd Sunday of Easter 

Welcome to our “Hybrid” Sunday Service.  In whatever way you are joining us, via 
Zoom or YouTube, or in-person we pray that you may be able to experience the 
presence of God and the joy of the resurrection this morning. 

Today we continue to celebrate the power of life over death and to see our lives in 
the light of the resurrection. We reflect on the powerful love of God that breaks down 
our defences of fear or doubt. 

Please join in with the words in bold print.  

 

Gathering 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you 

All   and also with you. 
 

 
Hymn: Good Christians all, rejoice and sing 
 

1 Good Christians all, rejoice and sing! 
 Now is the triumph of our King! 
 To the whole world glad news we bring: 
 Alleluia! 
 

2 The Lord of life is risen for ay: 
 bring flowers of song to strew his way; 
 let everyone rejoice and say: 
 Alleluia! 
 

3 Praise we in songs of victory 
 that love, that life which cannot die, 
 and sing with hearts uplifted high: 
 Alleluia! 
 

4 Thy name we bless, O risen Lord, 
 and sing today with one accord 
 the life laid down, the life restored: 
 Alleluia! 
 

Cyril A Alington (1872-1955) © Sir Richard Mynors 

 
 
  



Confession 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us. 

God meets us in our need. 

Lord have mercy  All   Lord, have mercy. 

God speaks peace to our fear. 

Christ, have mercy.  All   Christ, have mercy. 

God leads us to safety. 

Lord have mercy  All   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Absolution 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself 
and cleanse you from all your sins, that you may behold the glory of his Son, 
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 
 
Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 
thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right 
hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

Collect 

Let us pray that we may walk the risen life of Christ in glory. 
 
Risen Christ, 
for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: 
open the doors of our hearts, 
that we may seek the good of others 
and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace, 
to the praise of God the Father. 

All  Amen. 
 
 



Reading: (Acts 4 : 32 - 35) 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

The group of believers was one in mind and heart. None of them said that any of 
their belongings were their own, but they all shared with one another everything 
they had.  With great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and God poured rich blessings on them all.  There was no one in the 
group who was in need. Those who owned fields or houses would sell them, bring 
the money received from the sale, and turn it over to the apostles; and the money 
was distributed according to the needs of the people. 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God   

 
 
Psalm 133 
 

How wonderful it is, how pleasant, 
    for God's people to live together in harmony! 
It is like the precious anointing oil 
    running down from Aaron's head and beard, 
    down to the collar of his robes. 
It is like the dew on Mount Hermon, 
    falling on the hills of Zion. 
That is where the Lord has promised his blessing— 
    life that never ends. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Jesus said: “You believe because you have seen me. 
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.” 

All   Alleluia. 
 
 
Gospel: (John 20 : 19 - 31) 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

It was late that Sunday evening, and the disciples were gathered together behind 
locked doors, because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities. Then Jesus came 
and stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he said.  After saying this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy at seeing the 
Lord.  Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I 
send you.”  Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you 
forgive people's sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 
forgiven.” 



One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (called the Twin), was not with them when 
Jesus came.  So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

Thomas said to them, “Unless I see the scars of the nails in his hands and put my 
finger on those scars and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

A week later the disciples were together again indoors, and Thomas was with them. 
The doors were locked, but Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.”  Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and look at my hands; 
then reach out your hand and put it in my side. Stop your doubting, and believe!” 

Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 

Jesus said to him, “Do you believe because you see me? How happy are those who 
believe without seeing me!” 

In his disciples' presence Jesus performed many other miracles which are not 
written down in this book.  But these have been written in order that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through your faith in him 
you may have life. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ 

 
 
Talk 

 
 
Affirmation of Faith 

Let us declare our faith 
in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he was buried;  he was raised to life on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, and to all the apostles: 
this we have received, and this we believe. 

Amen. 

 

 
Intercessions 

Between the prayers we say  

Lord, in your mercy 
All   hear our prayer.  
 
At the end of the prayers we say  

Merciful God, accept our prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
 



 
Hymn:  This joyful Eastertide   
 

This joyful Eastertide, 
away with sin and sorrow. 
My Love, the Crucified, 
has sprung to life this morrow: 

 

Had Christ, that once was slain,  
Ne'er burst his three-day prison,  
Our faith had been in vain:  
But now hath Christ arisen,  
Arisen, arisen, arisen!  
 

My flesh in hope shall rest, 
and for a season slumber: 
till trump from east to west: 
shall wake the dead in number: 
 

Chorus  
 

Death's flood hath lost its chill, 
since Jesus crossed the river: 
lover of souls, from ill 
my passing soul deliver: 
 

Chorus  
 
George Ratcliffe Woodward (1848-1934) 

 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here. 
All   His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 
 

And now we give you thanks 
because in his victory over the grave a new age has dawned, 
the long reign of sin is ended, 
a broken world is being renewed 
and humanity is once again made whole. 
 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 



we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 

All    Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
All    Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of St. Christopher and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
  



 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All   Amen. 
 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 
 
Distribution of Communion 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 
All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 

If you wish to receive holy communion please stand 
The body of Christ 
All Amen 
 

Holy Communion is distributed to those in the Church. 
 
 
Prayer of Spiritual Communion  
 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now 
receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. O 
most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
  



Closing Prayer 
 
Lord God our Father, 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ 
you have assured your children of eternal life 
and in baptism have made us one with him: 
deliver us from the death of sin 
and raise us to new life in your love, 
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
All Amen 
 
 
Hymn – Love’s redeeming work is done  
 

1 Love's redeeming work is done; 
 fought the fight, the battle won: 
 lo, our Sun's eclipse is o'er! 
 lo, he sets in blood no more! 
 
2 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal! 
 Christ has burst the gates of hell; 
 death in vain forbids his rise; 
 Christ has opened Paradise. 
 
3 Lives again our glorious King; 
 Where, O death, is now thy sting? 
 Dying once, he all doth save; 
 where thy victory, O grave? 
 
4 Soar we now where Christ has led, 
 following our exalted Head; 
 made like him, like him we rise; 
 ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 
 
5 Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! 
 Praise to thee by both be given: 
 thee we greet triumphant now; 
 hail, the Resurrection Thou! 
 
Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
  



The Blessing 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All    He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

May the Father sustain you with his love. 
All   Amen. 
 

May the Son speak peace to your fears. 
 All   Amen. 
 

May the Holy Spirit fill you with hope. 
 All   Amen. 
 

And may the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All   Amen. 
 

 
The Dismissal 
 
With the risen life of Christ within you, 
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
All    Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
Unfortunately, since we are now doing “Hybrid” services we can no longer 

meet virtually after the service to share news (and any socialising in the 
Church or the Church grounds is not permitted). 

 
If you are in the church, please stay in your place until you 

are directed by a steward to leave the building. 
 

Thank you for filling in our COVID-19 track and trace book, if you 
feel unwell during the week, please ring 07824 323815 so that we 

can contact others who were here today. 
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