
St. Christopher’s Church, Hinchley Wood 
Sunday 18th April 2021 – 3rd Sunday of Easter 

Welcome to our “Hybrid” Sunday Service.  In whatever way you are joining us, via 
Zoom or YouTube, or in-person we pray that you may be able to experience the 
presence of God and the joy of the resurrection this morning. 

Today the risen Lord Jesus appears to his disciples and shows them that he has 
risen from the tomb and is truly alive. He calls them to be witnesses of the good 
news that God forgives all who turn to God, repenting of their sins. Let us worship 
the Lord our God with faith, joy and thanksgiving. 

Please join in with the words in bold print.  

 

Gathering 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you 

All   and also with you. 
 

 
Hymn: Alleluia, Alleluia, give thanks for the risen Lord  

 
Alleluia, Alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord, 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His name. 

 
1. Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 

He is the King of creation.   Refrain. 
 

2. Spread the good news o’er all the earth. 
Jesus has died and has risen.  Refrain. 

 
3. We have been crucified with Christ. 

Now we shall live forever.   Refrain. 
 

4. God has proclaimed the just reward: 
Life for all men, alleluia!   Refrain. 

 
5. Come, let us praise the living God, 

Joyfully sing to our Saviour.  Refrain. 
 

Donald Fishel (b. 1950) 

  



Confession 

God longs to wipe out our sins and renew the Spirit within us. So let’s turn to God, 
saying sorry for the things we have thought, said and done which have separated us 
from God’s compassion and mercy. 

When we doubt the good news of forgiveness and freedom from sin.  

Lord have mercy  All   Lord, have mercy. 

When we fail to show love and forgiveness towards others.   

Christ, have mercy.  All   Christ, have mercy. 

When we fail to share with others the good news of forgiveness and renewed life in 
God. 

Lord have mercy  All   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Absolution 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself 
and cleanse you from all your sins, that you may behold the glory of his Son, 
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 
 
Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 
thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right 
hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

Collect 

Let us pray that we may walk the risen life of Christ in glory. 
 
Risen Christ, 
you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: 
strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 
and fill us with your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

All  Amen. 
 
 



Reading: (Acts 3 : 11 - 20) 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

As the man held on to Peter and John in Solomon's Porch, as it was called, the 
people were amazed and ran to them.  When Peter saw the people, he said to 
them: 

“Fellow Israelites, why are you surprised at this, and why do you stare at us? 
Do you think that it was by means of our own power or godliness that we made 
this man walk?  The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our ancestors, 
has given divine glory to his Servant Jesus. But you handed him over to the 
authorities, and you rejected him in Pilate's presence, even after Pilate had 
decided to set him free.  He was holy and good, but you rejected him, and instead 
you asked Pilate to do you the favour of turning loose a murderer.  You killed the 
one who leads to life, but God raised him from death—and we are witnesses to 
this.  It was the power of his name that gave strength to this lame man. What you 
see and know was done by faith in his name; it was faith in Jesus that has made 
him well, as you can all see. 

“And now, my friends, I know that what you and your leaders did to Jesus 
was due to your ignorance.  God announced long ago through all the prophets that 
his Messiah had to suffer; and he made it come true in this way.  Repent, then, 
and turn to God, so that he will forgive your sins. If you do,  times of spiritual 
strength will come from the Lord, and he will send Jesus, who is the Messiah he 
has already chosen for you. 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God   

 
 
Psalm 4 
 

Answer me when I pray, 
    O God, my defender! 
When I was in trouble, you helped me. 
    Be kind to me now and hear my prayer. 
How long will you people insult me? 
    How long will you love what is worthless 
    and go after what is false? 
Remember that the Lord has chosen the righteous for his own, 
    and he hears me when I call to him. 
Tremble with fear and stop sinning; 
    think deeply about this, 
    when you lie in silence on your beds. 
Offer the right sacrifices to the Lord, 
    and put your trust in him. 
There are many who pray: 
    “Give us more blessings, O Lord. 
    Look on us with kindness!” 
But the joy that you have given me 



    is more than they will ever have 
    with all their grain and wine. 
When I lie down, I go to sleep in peace; 
    you alone, O Lord, keep me perfectly safe. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Lord Jesus, explain the scriptures to us, 
Make our hearts burn within us as you talk to us 

All   Alleluia. 
 
 
Gospel: (John 24 : 35 - 48) 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

The two then explained to them what had happened on the road, and how they had 
recognized the Lord when he broke the bread. 

While the two were telling them this, suddenly the Lord himself stood among them 
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 

They were terrified, thinking that they were seeing a ghost.  But he said to them, 
“Why are you alarmed? Why are these doubts coming up in your minds?  Look at 
my hands and my feet, and see that it is I myself. Feel me, and you will know, for a 
ghost doesn't have flesh and bones, as you can see I have.” 

He said this and showed them his hands and his feet.  They still could not believe, 
they were so full of joy and wonder; so he asked them, “Do you have anything here 
to eat?”  They gave him a piece of cooked fish, which he took and ate in their 
presence. 

Then he said to them, “These are the very things I told you about while I was still 
with you: everything written about me in the Law of Moses, the writings of the 
prophets, and the Psalms had to come true.” 

Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, “This is 
what is written: the Messiah must suffer and must rise from death three days 
later, and in his name the message about repentance and the forgiveness of sins 
must be preached to all nations, beginning in Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of 
these things. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ 

 
 
Talk 

 
 



Affirmation of Faith 

Let us declare our faith 
in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
 
Intercessions 

Between the prayers we say  

Lord, in your mercy 
All   hear our prayer.  
 
At the end of the prayers we say  

Merciful God, accept our prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
 
 
Hymn:  Lord Jesus Christ   
 

Lord Jesus Christ 
You have come to us 
You are one with us 
Mary’s Son 
Cleansing our souls from all their sin 
Pouring Your love and goodness in 
Jesus, our love for you we sing 
Living Lord 
 

Lord Jesus Christ 
Now and every day 
Teach us how to pray 
Son of God 
You have commanded us to do 
This in remembrance Lord of you 
Into our lives your power breaks through 
Living Lord 



Lord Jesus Christ 
You have come to us 
Born as one with us 
Mary’s Son 
Led out to die on Calvary 
Risen from death to set us free 
Living Lord Jesus, help us see 
You are Lord 
 

Lord Jesus Christ 
I would come to you 
live my life for you 
Son of God 
All your commands I know are true 
Your many gifts will make me new 
Into my life your power breaks through 
Living Lord 

 

Patrick Appleford (b.1925) 

 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here. 
All   His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 
 

And now we give you thanks 
because through him you have given us eternal life 
and delivered us from the bondage of sin and the fear of death 
into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 
 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 

All    Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 



 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
All    Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of St. Christopher and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All   Amen. 
 

 

  



The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 
 
Distribution of Communion 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 
All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 

If you wish to receive holy communion please stand 
The body of Christ 
All Amen 
 

Holy Communion is distributed to those in the Church. 
 
 
Chant 
 
Eat this Bread, drink this Cup. 
Come to Me and never be hungry. 
Eat this Bread, drink this Cup. 
Trust in Me and you will not thirst. 
 
Taize Community 

 
 
Prayer of Spiritual Communion  
 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now 
receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. O 
most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
  



Closing Prayer 
 
Living God, 
your Son made himself known to his disciples 
in the breaking of bread: 
open the eyes of our faith, 
that we may see him in all his redeeming work; 
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
All Amen 
 
 
Hymn – In Christ Alone  
 

In Christ alone my hope is found, 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 
 

Stuart Townend & Keith Getty 



 
The Blessing 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All    He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

May the Father fill you with deep faith. 
All   Amen. 

 

May the Son fill you with deep hope. 
 All   Amen. 
 

May the Holy Spirit fill you with deep love, 
bringing joy and peace to all who believe. 

 All   Amen. 
 

And may the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All   Amen. 
 

 
The Dismissal 
 
With the risen life of Christ within you, 
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
All    Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
Unfortunately, since we are now doing “Hybrid” services we can no longer 

meet virtually after the service to share news (and any socialising in the 
Church or the Church grounds is not permitted). 

 
If you are in the church, please stay in your place until you 

are directed by a steward to leave the building. 
 

Thank you for filling in our COVID-19 track and trace book, if you 
feel unwell during the week, please ring 07824 323815 so that we 

can contact others who were here today. 
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