
St. Christopher’s Church, Hinchley Wood 
Sunday 16th May 2021 – Ascension Sunday 

Welcome to our “Hybrid” Sunday Service.  In whatever way you are joining us, via 
Zoom or YouTube, or in-person we pray that you may be able to experience the 
presence of God and the joy of the resurrection this morning. 

Christ’s ascension made spreading his message across the world possible.  

We are called to be God’s people in the world. Let us focus our minds and open our 
hearts so that, as our minds are fed and our hearts inspired, we will know afresh 
God’s love for us and in turn radiate God’s love to the world. 

Please join in with the words in bold print.  

 

Gathering 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you 

All   and also with you. 
 
 
Hymn: O Worship the King (sung by St. Martin’s Voices)  
 
1  O worship the King all glorious above; 

 O gratefully sing his power and his love; 
 our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
 pavilioned in splendour and girded with praise. 

 

2  O tell of his might, O sing of his grace, 
 whose robe is the light, whose canopy space; 
 his chariots of wrath the deep thunder clouds form, 
 and dark is his path on the wings of the storm.. 

 

3  Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite? 
 It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 
 it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
 and sweetly distils in the dew and the rain. 

 

4  Frail children of dust and feeble as frail, 
 in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail; 
 thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end! 
 our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend. 

 

5  O measureless might, ineffable love, 
 while angels delight to hymn thee above, 
 thy humbler creation, though feeble their lays, 
 with true adoration shall sing to thy praise. 

 

William Kethe (fl.1559-1594), Robert Grant (1779-1838) 



Introduction 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, for just over forty days we have been celebrating 
with joyful hearts the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, his bursting from the 
tomb and his defeat of the power of sin and death. He appeared to his disciples 
many times and told them about the kingdom of God. 

Today we recall how he left this earth and returned to his Father, ascending into 
heaven to take his throne over all dominions and powers. Trusting in his reign over 
all creation, and submitting to his kingly yet loving rule, let us hear the story of his 
parting. 
 
 

The Ascension Reading (Acts 1:4-11) 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles  

While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there 
for the promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; for 
John baptised with water, but you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit not many days 
from now.’ So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the 
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ When he had 
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two 
men in white robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
 

Hymn: Hail the day that sees him rise (sung by St. Martin’s Voices)  
 

1 Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia!  
 To his throne above the skies; Alleluia!  
 Christ, the Lamb for sinners given, Alleluia!  
 Enters now the highest heaven: Alleluia!  
 

2 There for him high triumph waits: Alleluia!   
 Lift your heads, eternal gates; Alleluia!  
 He hath conquered death and sin: Alleluia!  
 Take the King of Glory in! Alleluia!  
 

3 Lord, though parted from our sight, Alleluia!  
 Far above the starry height, Alleluia!  
 Grant our hearts may thither rise, Alleluia!  
 Seeking thee above the skies: Alleluia!  
 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

 



Confession 
Jesus instructed his followers to declare repentance and forgiveness to all. We 
come to acknowledge our own need. 

We have failed to proclaim God’s love to others. 

Lord have mercy  All   Lord, have mercy. 

We have failed to turn to Jesus for forgiveness of our own wrongdoing, living with 
guilt when we need not do so. 

Christ, have mercy.  All   Christ, have mercy. 

We have failed to listen to Christ’s words and to act on them. 

Lord have mercy  All   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Absolution 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself 
and cleanse you from all your sins, that you may behold the glory of his Son, 
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 
 
Gloria 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 
thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right 
hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
 
 
Collect 
 

Let us pray that our risen and ascended Lord will lead us to eternal life. 
 
Risen Christ, 
you have raised our human nature to the throne of heaven: 
help us to seek and serve you, 
that we may join you at the Father’s side, 
where you reign with the Spirit in glory, 
now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 
 
 



Reading: (Acts 1:15-17, 21-26) 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

A few days later there was a meeting of the believers, about a hundred and twenty 
in all, and Peter stood up to speak. “My friends,” he said, “the scripture had to 
come true in which the Holy Spirit, speaking through David, made a prediction 
about Judas, who was the guide for those who arrested Jesus. Judas was a 
member of our group, for he had been chosen to have a part in our work.” 

“So then, someone must join us as a witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. 
He must be one of the men who were in our group during the whole time that the 
Lord Jesus travelled about with us, beginning from the time John preached his 
message of baptism until the day Jesus was taken up from us to heaven.” 

So they proposed two men: Joseph, who was called Barsabbas (also known as 
Justus), and Matthias.  Then they prayed, “Lord, you know the thoughts of 
everyone, so show us which of these two you have chosen to serve as an apostle 
in the place of Judas, who left to go to the place where he belongs.” Then they 
drew lots to choose between the two men, and the one chosen was Matthias, who 
was added to the group of eleven apostles. 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God   

 
 

Psalm 1 
 

Happy are those 
    who reject the advice of evil people, 
    who do not follow the example of sinners 
    or join those who have no use for God. 
Instead, they find joy in obeying the Law of the Lord, 
    and they study it day and night. 
They are like trees that grow beside a stream, 
    that bear fruit at the right time, 
    and whose leaves do not dry up. 
They succeed in everything they do. 
 
But evil people are not like this at all; 
    they are like straw that the wind blows away. 
Sinners will be condemned by God 
    and kept apart from God's own people. 
The righteous are guided and protected by the Lord, 
    but the evil are on the way to their doom. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Go make disciples of all nations says the Lord. 
Remember I am with you always, to the end of the age. 

All   Alleluia. 



 

Gospel: (John 17:6-19) 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus looked up to heaven and said: 

“I have made you known to those you gave me out of the world. They belonged to 
you, and you gave them to me. They have obeyed your word, and now they know 
that everything you gave me comes from you.  I gave them the message that you 
gave me, and they received it; they know that it is true that I came from you, and 
they believe that you sent me. 

“I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for those you gave me, for they 
belong to you.  All I have is yours, and all you have is mine; and my glory is shown 
through them.  And now I am coming to you; I am no longer in the world, but they 
are in the world. Holy Father! Keep them safe by the power of your name, the name 
you gave me, so that they may be one just as you and I are one.  While I was with 
them, I kept them safe by the power of your name, the name you gave me.[b] I 
protected them, and not one of them was lost, except the man who was bound to be 
lost—so that the scripture might come true.  And now I am coming to you, and I say 
these things in the world so that they might have my joy in their hearts in all its 
fullness. I gave them your message, and the world hated them, because they do not 
belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world.  I do not ask you to take 
them out of the world, but I do ask you to keep them safe from the Evil One.  Just as 
I do not belong to the world, they do not belong to the world.  Dedicate them to 
yourself by means of the truth; your word is truth.  I sent them into the world, just as 
you sent me into the world.  And for their sake I dedicate myself to you, in order that 
they, too, may be truly dedicated to you. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ 

 
 

Talk 
 
 

Affirmation of Faith 

Let us declare our faith 
in the resurrection and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
All  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, 
All    God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
All    Through him all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the 
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A6-19&version=GNT#fen-GNT-29811b


All    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
All     he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
All    the Lord, the giver of life, 
 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
All    With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 
 

He has spoken through the prophets. 
All    We believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
All    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
Intercessions 

Between the prayers we say  

Lord, in your mercy 
All   hear our prayer.  
 
At the end of the prayers we say  

Merciful God, accept our prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
 
 
 
The Peace 

Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 

If you love me, rejoice because I am going to the Father’. Alleluia. 

Let us greet each other in the knowledge that each of us is a disciple of Jesus.  

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you 

 

We share a socially distanced sign of peace by turning and waving to those around 

us in church and to those on the screen 

 
 
  



Hymn:  Rejoice, the Lord is King (sung by St. Martin’s Voices) 
 
1 Rejoice, the Lord is King, 
 your Lord and King adore; 
 mortals, give thanks and sing, 
 and triumph evermore: 
  Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;  
  rejoice, again I say, rejoice.  
 

2 Jesus the Saviour, reigns, 
 the God of truth and love; 
 when he had purged our stains, 
 he took his seat above: 
  Chorus 
 

3 His kingdom cannot fail; 
 he rules o'er earth and heaven; 
 the keys of death and hell 
 are to our Jesus given: 
  Chorus 
 

4 He sits at God's right hand 
 till all his foes submit, 
 and bow to his command, 
 and fall beneath his feet: 
  Chorus  
 

5 Rejoice in glorious hope; 
 Jesus the judge shall come, 
 and take his servants up  
 to their eternal home. 
  We soon shall hear the archangel's voice  
  the trump of God shall sound: rejoice!  
 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) and John Taylor (1750-1826) 

 
 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here. 
All   His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 
 



And now we give you thanks because, after his most glorious resurrection, 
he appeared to his disciples, 
and in their sight ascended into heaven to prepare a place for us; 
that where he is, thither we might also ascend, 
and reign with him in glory. 
 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 

All    Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
All    Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 



Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of St. Christopher and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All   Amen. 
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Looking for the coming of his kingdom, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Lord, we died with you on the cross. 
All    Now we are raised to new life. 
 

We were buried in your tomb. 
All    Now we share in your resurrection. 
Live in us, that we may live in you. 
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 
All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 
Distribution of Communion 
 
I heard the voice of a great multitude crying, Alleluia. 
The Lord our God has entered into his kingdom. 
All    Blessed are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 

Alleluia. 
 
 
 



If you wish to receive holy communion please stand 
The body of Christ 
All Amen 
 

Holy Communion is distributed to those in the Church. 
 
 

Hymn: Soul of my Saviour  (sung by St Martin’s Voices) 
 
1 Soul of my Saviour, sanctify my breast, 
 Body of Christ, be thou my saving guest, 
 Blood of my Saviour, bathe me in thy tide, 
 Wash me with water flowing from thy side. 
  
2 Strength and protection may thy passion be, 
 O blessèd Jesu, hear and answer me; 
 Deep in thy wounds, Lord, hide and shelter me, 
 So shall I never, never part from thee. 
  
3 Guard and defend me from the foe malign, 
 In death's dread moments make me only thine: 
 Call me and bid me come to thee on high 
 Where I may praise thee with thy saints for ay. 
  
‘Anima Christi sanctifica me’, attributed to Pope John XXII (1249-1334)  
Anonymous English translation 
 
 
Prayer of Spiritual Communion  
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now 
receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. O 
most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

God our Father, 
you have raised our humanity in Christ 
and have fed us with the bread of heaven: 
mercifully grant that, nourished with such spiritual blessings, 
we may set our hearts in the heavenly places; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All Amen 
 
 
 
 



Reading (Acts 1:12,13a,14) 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

Then the apostles went back to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, which is about 
half a mile away from the city. They entered the city and went up to the room where 
they were staying.  They gathered frequently to pray as a group, together with the 
women and with Mary the mother of Jesus and with his brothers. 
 
As we wait in silence, 
All    make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we listen to your word, 
All   make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we worship you in majesty, 
All    make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we long for your refreshing, 
All    make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we long for your renewing, 
All    make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we long for your equipping, 
All    make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we long for your empowering, 
All    make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
 
 
The Blessing 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All    He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

May the Spirit, 
who set the Church on fire upon the day of Pentecost, 
bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ. 
 

And may the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All   Amen. 
 
 
Hymn:  Alleluia, sing to Jesus! (sung by St. Martin’s Voices) 
 

1. Alleluia, sing the Jesus! 
His the sceptre, his the throne; 
alleluia, his the triumph, 
his the victory alone: 
hark, the songs of peaceful Sion 
thunder like a mighty flood; 
Jesus out of every nation 
hath redeemed us by his blood.  



2. Alleluia, not as orphans 
are we left in sorrow now; 
alleluia, he is near us, 
faith believes, nor questions how: 
though the cloud from sight received him, 
when the forty days were o’er, 
shall our hearts forget his promised, 
‘I am with you evermore’?  

 

3. Alleluia, bread of angels, 
thou on earth out food, our stay; 
alleluia, here the sinful  
flee to thee from day to day: 
Intercessor, Friend of sinners, 
earth’s Redeemer, plead for me, 
where the songs of all the sinless 
sweep across the crystal sea.  

 

4. Alleluia, King eternal, 
thee the Lord of lords we own; 
alleluia, born of May, 
earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne,  
thou within the veil hast entered, 
robed in flesh, our great High Priest: 
thou on earth both Priest and Victim 
in the eucharistic feast. 
 

William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898) 

 
 
The Dismissal 
 
Waiting expectantly for the promised Holy Spirit, 
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
All    Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
  



Unfortunately, since we are now doing “Hybrid” services we can no longer 
meet virtually after the service to share news (and any socialising in the 

Church or the Church grounds is STILL not permitted). 
 

If you are in the church, please stay in your place until you 
are directed by a steward to leave the building. 

 
Thank you for filling in our COVID-19 track and trace book, if you 
feel unwell during the week, please ring 07824 323815 so that we 

can contact others who were here today. 
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