
St. Christopher’s Church, Hinchley Wood 
Sunday 23rd May 2021 – Feast of Pentecost 

Welcome to our “Hybrid” Pentecost Sunday Service.  We pray that today you will be 
filled with the Holy Spirit both here in the Church and your homes via Zoom or 
YouTube.   

At Pentecost we celebrate our belief that God has come alongside us through the 
Holy Spirit. We have not been left to strive and struggle on alone, for we have the 
Spirit working within us, transforming us into the people God wants us to be. 

Please join in with the words in bold print.  

 

Gathering 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you 

All   and also with you. 
 
 
Hymn: Lift up your hearts 
 
1.  'Lift up your hearts!' We lift them, Lord, to thee; 

Here at thy feet none other may we see: 
'Lift up your hearts!' E'en so, with one accord, 
We lift them up, we lift them to the Lord. 
 

2. Above the swamps of subterfuge and shame, 
The deeds, the thoughts, that honour may not name, 
The halting tongue that dares not tell the whole, 
O Lord of Truth, lift every human soul! 
 

3. Lift every gift that thou thyself hast given; 
Low lies the best till lifted up to heaven: 
Low lie the pounding heart, the teeming brain, 
Till, sent from God, they mount to God again. 
 

4. Then, as the trumpet-call, in after years, 
'Lift up your hearts!' rings pealing in our ears, 
Still shall those hearts respond, with full accord, 
'We lift them up, we lift them to the Lord!'  

 

Henry Montagu Butler (1833-1918), Walter Greatorex (1877-1949) 
 
  



Introduction 

Jesus Christ, whom we worship, is our crucified, risen and ascended Lord 
and we have walked with him through his journey of love. 
We have faced the agony of his suffering and death on a cross. 
We have rejoiced at his bursting free from the bonds of death. 
We have enjoyed his risen presence with us 
and his revelation of himself through the breaking of bread. 
We have seen his return to the throne before which every knee shall bow 
and every tongue confess that this Jesus is Lord. 
And now, with the followers of his own time, 
we await the coming of the promised Holy Spirit, his gift to his people, 
through whom we make Christ known to the world. 
 
 

Responsory 
 
As we wait in silence, 
All    fill us with your Spirit. 
 

As we listen to your word, 
All    fill us with your Spirit. 
 

As we worship you in majesty, 
All    fill us with your Spirit. 
 

As we long for your refreshing, 
All   fill us with your Spirit. 
 

As we long for your renewing, 
All   fill us with your Spirit. 
 

As we long for your equipping, 
All   fill us with your Spirit. 
 

As we long for your empowering, 
All   fill us with your Spirit. 
 
 

The Pentecost Reading (Acts 2:1-13) 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles  

When the day of Pentecost came, all the believers were gathered together in one 
place.  Suddenly there was a noise from the sky which sounded like a strong wind 
blowing, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  Then they saw what 
looked like tongues of fire which spread out and touched each person there.  They 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to talk in other languages, as the Spirit 
enabled them to speak. 

There were Jews living in Jerusalem, religious people who had come from every 
country in the world.  When they heard this noise, a large crowd gathered. They 
were all excited, because all of them heard the believers talking in their own 
languages.  In amazement and wonder they exclaimed, “These people who are 



talking like this are Galileans!  How is it, then, that all of us hear them speaking in 
our own native languages?  We are from Parthia, Media, and Elam; from 
Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia; from Pontus and Asia, from Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, from Egypt and the regions of Libya near Cyrene. Some of us are from 
Rome, both Jews and Gentiles converted to Judaism, and some of us are from 
Crete and Arabia—yet all of us hear them speaking in our own languages about the 
great things that God has done!”  Amazed and confused, they kept asking each 
other, “What does this mean?” 

But others made fun of the believers, saying, “These people are drunk!” 

The Lord is here. 
All   His Spirit is with us. 
 
 

Hymn: Spirit of the Living God  
 

1 Spirit of the Living God, 
Fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the Living God, 
Fall afresh on me. 
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the Living God, 
Fall afresh on me.  
 

2 Spirit of the Living God, 
Fall afresh on us. 
Spirit of the Living God, 
Fall afresh on us. 
Melt us, mold us, fill us, use us. 
Spirit of the Living God, 
Fall afresh on me.  

 

David Iverson (1890-1972) 

 
 
Confession 
 

In a spirit of humility and reconciliation we ask forgiveness for all the thoughts and 
actions that divide us from each other, God and creation. 
 
For all the times we have used language, race, religion, status or politics to vilify, 
disrespect or demean other people, 

Lord have mercy  All   Lord, have mercy. 

Whenever we have failed to share the generosity, the compassion, the truth of the 
Gospel, 

Christ, have mercy.  All   Christ, have mercy. 

For everything we think or do that diminishes the diversity, sustainability and 
integrity of our planet, 

Lord have mercy  All   Lord, have mercy. 



Absolution 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself 
and cleanse you from all your sins, that you may behold the glory of his Son, 
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 
 
Gloria 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 
thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right 
hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
 
 
Collect 
 

Let us pray that the Spirit will work through our lives to bring Christ to the world. 
 
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 
ignite in us your holy fire; 
strengthen your children with the gift of faith, 
revive your Church with the breath of love, 
and renew the face of the earth, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
 
 

Canticle (Ezekiel 36.24-26,28b) 

The Spirit of God fills the whole world. Alleluia. 
 

I will take you from every nation and country  
and bring you back to your own land.  

 

I will sprinkle clean water on you and make you clean from all your idols  
and everything else that has defiled you.   
 

I will give you a new heart and a new mind. I will take away your 
stubborn heart of stone and give you an obedient heart. 

 

Then you will live in the land I gave your ancestors.  
You will be my people, and I will be your God. 

 

The Spirit of God fills the whole world. Alleluia. 



Gradual Hymn:  We have a Gospel to proclaim 
 

1. We have a Gospel to proclaim 
Good news for all throughout the earth; 
The gospel of a Saviour’s name, 
We sing His glory, tell His worth. 

 

2. Tell of His birth at Bethlehem, 
Not in a royal house or hall 
But in a stable dark and dim, 
The Word made flesh, a light for all. 

 

3. Tell of His death at Calvary, 
Hated by those He came to save, 
In lonely suffering on the cross, 
For all He loved His life He gave. 

 

4. Tell of that glorious Easter morn, 
Empty the tomb, for He was free. 
He broke the power of death and hell 
That we might share His victory. 

 

5. Tell of His reign at God’s right hand, 
By all creation glorified, 
He sends His Spirit on His Church, 
To live for Him, the Lamb who died. 

 

6. Now we rejoice to name Him King, 
Jesus is Lord of all the earth, 
This gospel message we proclaim, 
We sing His glory, tell His worth. 

 

Edward Joseph Burns (b.1938) 

 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people 
and kindle in them the fire of your love. 

All   Alleluia. 
 
 
Gospel: (John 15.26-27;16.4b-15) 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

“The Helper will come—the Spirit, who reveals the truth about God and who comes 
from the Father. I will send him to you from the Father, and he will speak about 
me.  And you, too, will speak about me, because you have been with me from the 
very beginning. 



“But I have told you this, so that when the time comes for them to do these things, 
you will remember what I told you. 

“I did not tell you these things at the beginning, for I was with you.  But now I am 
going to him who sent me, yet none of you asks me where I am going.  And now that 
I have told you, your hearts are full of sadness.  But I am telling you the truth: it is 
better for you that I go away, because if I do not go, the Helper will not come to you. 
But if I do go away, then I will send him to you.  And when he comes, he will prove to 
the people of the world that they are wrong about sin and about what is right and 
about God's judgment.  They are wrong about sin, because they do not believe in 
me; they are wrong about what is right, because I am going to the Father and you 
will not see me any more; and they are wrong about judgment, because the ruler of 
this world has already been judged. 

“I have much more to tell you, but now it would be too much for you to bear.  When, 
however, the Spirit comes, who reveals the truth about God, he will lead you into all 
the truth. He will not speak on his own authority, but he will speak of what he hears 
and will tell you of things to come.  He will give me glory, because he will take what I 
say and tell it to you.  All that my Father has is mine; that is why I said that the Spirit 
will take what I give him and tell it to you. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ 

 
 

Talk 
 
 
Affirmation of Faith 

Let us declare our faith in God. 
 

All    We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 

 

We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 

 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 

 

We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
 
Intercessions 

Between the prayers we say  

Lord, in your mercy 
All   hear our prayer.  
 



At the end of the prayers we say  

Merciful God, accept our prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
 
 
The Peace 

At Pentecost the Spirit was poured out upon the disciples, enabling Christians to 

share together in a new relationship with God.  

Let us greet each other in the knowledge that each of us is filled with the Holy Spirit.  

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you 

 

We share a socially distanced sign of peace by turning and waving to those around 

us in church and to those on the screen 

 
 
Hymn:  Breathe on me breath of God  
 

1 Breathe on me, breath of God. 
Fill me with life anew, 
that as you love, so may I love, 
and do what you would do. 
 

2 Breathe on me, breath of God, 
until my heart is pure, 
until my will is one with yours 
to do and to endure. 
 

3 Breathe on me, breath of God, 
fulfil my heart’s desire, 
until this earthly part of me 
glows with your heavenly fire. 
 

4 Breathe on me, breath of God, 
so shall I never die, 
but live with you the perfect life 
of your eternity. 

 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here. 
All   His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 



 

Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 
 

And now we give you thanks 
that, after he had ascended far above all heavens, 
and was seated at the right hand of your majesty, 
he sent forth upon the universal Church your holy and life-giving Spirit; 
that through his glorious power the joy of the everlasting gospel 
might go forth into all the world. 
 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 

All    Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
All    Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 



and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of St. Christopher and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All   Amen. 
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Being made one by the power of the Spirit, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 
All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 
Distribution of Communion 
 
If you wish to receive holy communion please stand 
The body of Christ 
All Amen 
 

Holy Communion is distributed to those in the Church. 
 
 



Prayer of Spiritual Communion  
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now 
receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. O 
most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

Faithful God, 
who fulfilled the promises of Easter 
by sending us your Holy Spirit 
and opening to every race and nation 
the way of life eternal: 
open our lips by your Spirit, 
that every tongue may tell of your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All Amen 
 
 

Notices 
 
 
The Commission 
 

For fifty days we have celebrated the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ over the 
powers of sin and death. We have proclaimed God’s mighty acts and we have 
prayed that the power that was at work when God raised Jesus from the dead might 
be at work in us. 
 

As part of God’s Church here in Hinchley Wood, I call upon you to live out what you 
proclaim. 
 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, will you dare to walk into God’s future, trusting him to 
be your guide? 
All    By the Spirit’s power, we will. 
 

Will you dare to embrace each other and grow together in love? 
All    We will. 
 

Will you dare to share your riches in common and minister to each other in need? 
All    We will. 
 

Will you dare to pray for each other until your hearts beat with the longings of God? 
All    We will. 
 

Will you dare to carry the light of Christ into the world’s dark places? 
All    We will. 
 
  



The Blessing 
 

The Lord is here. 
All    His Spirit is with us. 
 

Today we have remembered the coming of God’s power on the disciples and we 
invite that same Spirit to drive us out into the wild places of the world. 
 

May the Spirit, who hovered over the waters when the world was created, 
breathe into you the life he gives. 
All    Amen. 
 

May the Spirit, who overshadowed the Virgin when the eternal Son came among us, 
make you joyful in the service of the Lord. 
All    Amen. 
 

May the Spirit, who set the Church on fire upon the Day of Pentecost, 
bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ. 
All    Amen. 
 

And may the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
All    Amen. 
 
 
Hymn:  The Spirit lives to set us free 
 

1. The Spirit lives to set us free,  
Walk, walk in the light;  
He binds us all in unity,  
Walk, walk in the light.  

Chorus 
Walk in the light,  
Walk in the light,  
Walk in the light,  
Walk in the light of the Lord.  

 

2. Jesus promised life to all,  
Walk, walk in the light;  
The dead were wakened by his call,  
Walk, walk in the light.  

Chorus 
 

3. He died in pain on Calvary,  
Walk, walk in the light;  
To save the lost like you and me,  
Walk, walk in the light.  

Chorus 
  



4. We know his death was not the end,  
Walk, walk in the light;  
He gave his Spirit to be our friend,  
Walk, walk in the light.  

Chorus 
 

5. The Spirit lives in you and me,  
Walk, walk in the light;  
His light will shine for all to see,  
Walk, walk in the light.  

 Chorus 
 
 
The Dismissal 
 
Filled with the Spirit’s power, 
go in the light and peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
All    Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 

Please respect that the COVID pandemic is not over yet,  
and we still need to do everything we can to protect each other  

and set a good example to our community.   
Please do not chat and socialise in the Church  

or the Church grounds as this is STILL not permitted. 
 

If you are in the church, please stay in your place until you 
are directed by a steward to leave the building. 

 
Thank you for filling in our COVID-19 track and trace book, if you 
feel unwell during the week, please ring 07824 323815 so that we 

can contact others who were here today. 
 

 
 
 
Bible passages from Good News Translation (GNT)  Copyright © 1992 by American Bible Society 
Liturgy © copyright The Archbishops’ Council 2000 
 
St. Christopher’s holds Church Copyright Licences for music that is copied and livestreamed. 
For further details see: https://www.stchristopherschurch.org.uk/about-us/pcc/church-copyright-licensing  

https://www.stchristopherschurch.org.uk/about-us/pcc/church-copyright-licensing

