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St. Christopher’s Church, Hinchley Wood 

CLIMATE SUNDAY - 5th September 2021 

A very warm welcome to our hybrid Sunday Service as we join together with some 

people here in the church and others joining us online from their homes. This 

morning, along with many other churches, we are celebrating Climate Sunday and 

that St Christopher’s also has just achieved our Eco Church Silver Award. 

Please join in with the words in bold print. 

GATHERING 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Send forth your Spirit, O Lord 

and renew the face of the earth 
 

HYMN (185 tune 422) 

 

For the fruits of his creation, 

thanks be to God; 

for his gifts of ev’ry nation, 

thanks be to God; 

for the ploughing, sowing, reaping, 

silent growth while we are sleeping, 

future needs in earth's safe-keeping, 

thanks be to God. 
 

In the just reward of labour, 

God's will is done; 

in the help we give our neighbour, 

God's will is done; 

in our world-wide task of caring 

for the hungry and despairing, 

in the harvests we are sharing, 

God's will is done. 
 

For the harvests of his Spirit, 

thanks be to God; 

for the good we all inherit, 

thanks be to God; 

for the wonders that astound us, 

for the truths that still confound us, 

most of all that love has found us, 

thanks be to God. 
Text © 1970 Stainer & Bell Ltd 
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CONFESSION 

God’s whole creation groans, 

The land produces thorns and thistles and longs to be set free. 

Our sin affects all around us. 

We confess our sin in penitence and faith. 
 

Creator God, maker of heaven and earth, 

We acknowledge our failure to live responsibly 

as part of your creation. 

We have taken what we want, 

without considering the consequences; 

we have wasted and discarded, without thought for the future. 

Open our hearts and minds to the signs of our times, 

to the groaning of creation, 

so that we may turn from our greed and lack of vision  

and see a world being made anew in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION 
 

May God who loved the world so much 

that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 

forgive us our sins 

and make us holy to serve him in the world, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  
 

GLORIA 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 

heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 

away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand 

of the Father: receive our prayer.  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 

Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.    

Amen.  

COLLECT 

Glorious God, The whole of creation proclaims your marvellous work:  

increase in us a capacity to wonder and delight in it,  

that heaven’s praise may echo in our hearts 

and our lives be spent as good stewards of the earth,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord   Amen.  
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OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 55:6-13 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 

"Listen now, my people, and come to me; come to me, and you will have life! I will 
make a lasting covenant with you and give you the blessings I promised to David. I 
made him a leader and commander of nations, and through him I showed them my 
power. Now you will summon foreign nations; at one time they did not know you, but 
now they will come running to join you! I, the Lord your God, the holy God of Israel, 
will make all this happen; I will give you honour and glory."  
 

Turn to the Lord and pray to him, now that he is near. Let the wicked leave their way 
of life and change their way of thinking. Let them turn to the Lord, our God; he is 
merciful and quick to forgive. "My thoughts," says the Lord, "are not like yours, and 
my ways are different from yours. As high as the heavens are above the earth, so 
high are my ways and thoughts above yours.  
 

"My word is like the snow and the rain that come down from the sky to water the 
earth. They make the crops grow and provide seed for planting and food to eat. So 
also will be the word that I speak - it will not fail to do what I plan for it; it will do 
everything I send it to do. "You will leave Babylon with joy; you will be led out of the 
city in peace. The mountains and hills will burst into singing, and the trees will shout 
for joy. Cypress trees will grow where now there are briers; myrtle trees will come up 
in place of thorns. This will be a sign that will last forever, a reminder of what I, the 
Lord, have done." 

 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God    
 

PSALM 98: 4-9 

Sing for joy to the Lord, all the earth;  
praise him with songs and shouts of joy!  
 
Sing praises to the Lord! Play music on the harps!  
 
Blow trumpets and horns, and shout for joy to the Lord, our king.  
 
Roar, sea, and every creature in you; sing, earth, and all who live on you!  
 
Clap your hands, you rivers; you hills,  
sing together with joy before the Lord, 
 
Because he comes to rule the earth. He will rule the peoples of the world with 
justice and fairness. 
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HYMN (184 tune 2 omit v5 ) 

For the beauty of the earth, 

for the beauty of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth 

over and around us lies: 
 

Refrain: Lord of all, to thee we raise 

this our sacrifice of praise. 
 

For the beauty of each hour 

of the day and of the night, 

hill and vale, and tree and flow’r, 

sun and moon and stars of light: 

Refrain 
 

For the joy of human love, 

brother, sister, parent, child, 

friends on earth and friends above, 

pleasures pure and undefiled: 

Refrain 

 

For each perfect gift of thine, 

to our race so freely giv’n, 

graces human and divine, 

flowers of earth and buds of heaven: 

Refrain 
 

Tune © Oxford University Press 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

God has spoken to us through his Son, 

through whom he created the worlds. 

Alleluia 
 

GOSPEL  Mark 4: 26-33 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus said, "The Kingdom of God is like this. A man scatters seed in his field. He 

sleeps at night, is up and about during the day, and all the while the seeds are 

sprouting and growing. Yet he does not know how it happens.  The soil itself 

makes the plants grow and bear fruit; first the tender stalk appears, then the 

head, and finally the head full of grain.  
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When the grain is ripe, the man starts cutting it with his sickle, because harvest 

time has come.  

 

"What shall we say the Kingdom of God is like?" asked Jesus. "What parable 

shall we use to explain it?  It is like this. A man takes a mustard seed, the 

smallest seed in the world, and plants it in the ground.  

After a while it grows up and becomes the biggest of all plants. It puts out such 

large branches that the birds come and make their nests in its shade."  

 

Jesus preached his message to the people, using many other parables like 

these; he told them as much as they could understand.  
  

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 

TALK 

https://www.tearfund.org/campaigns/reboot-campaign 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

Though he was divine, 

he did not cling to equality with God, 

but made himself nothing. 

Taking the form of a slave, 

he was born in human likeness. 

He humbled himself 

and was obedient to death, 

even the death of the cross. 

Therefore God has raised him on high, 

and given him the name above every name: 

that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, 

and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
 

INTERCESSIONS 

Between the prayers we say  Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer.   

At the end of the prayers we say  Merciful God,  

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Amen 

https://www.tearfund.org/campaigns/reboot-campaign
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THE PEACE 

You shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, 

and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

and also with you 
 

We share a sign of peace by turning and waving to those around us in church and to 

those on the screen

HYMN (900) 

Think of a world without any flowers, 

think of a world without any trees, 

think of a sky without any sunshine, 

think of the air without any breeze. 

We thank you, Lord, for flowers and trees and sunshine, 

We thank you, Lord, and praise your holy name. 

 

Think of a world without any animals, 

think of a field without any herd, 

think of a stream without any fishes, 

think of a dawn without any bird. 

We thank you, Lord, for all your living creatures, 

we thank you, Lord, and praise your holy name. 

 

Think of a world without any people, 

think of a street with no one living there, 

think of a town without any houses, 

no one to love and nobody took care. 

We thank you, Lord, for families and friendships, 

we thank you, Lord, and praise your holy name. 

 
Text © 1969 Stainer & Bell Ltd  Music © 1973 Stainer & Bell Ltd 

 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 

 

Blessed be God, 

by whose grace creation is renewed, 

by whose love heaven is opened, 

by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

The Lord is here  
His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
We lift them to the Lord 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give thanks and praise 
 
Father, you made the world and love your creation. 
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death. 
 
And now we give you thanks 
because all things are of your making, 
all times and seasons obey your laws, 
but you have chosen to create us in your own image, 
setting us over the whole world in all its wonder. 
You have made us stewards of your creation, 
to praise you day by day 
for the marvels of your wisdom and power: 
so earth unites with heaven 
to sing the new song of creation: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.        
Hosanna in the highest.  

We praise and bless you, loving Father,  
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
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When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,  
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice  
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 
Christ is the bread of life: 

When we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
we proclaim your death, Lord, Jesus, until you come in glory. 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with St Christopher all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever.        
Amen.  
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ, 
though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God.  
 

If you wish to receive Holy Communion, please stand  

The body of Christ 

Amen 
 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion for those worshipping at home: 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, 

for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now 

receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. O 

most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, 

love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.  
 

COMMUNION HYMN (921)    

Adoramus te Domine. 
© Ateliers & Presses do Taizé 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Creator God, 
you made the goodness of the land, 
the riches of the sea 
and the rhythm of the seasons; 
as we bless you for all you have created, 
may we cherish and respect 
this planet and its peoples, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

NOTICES 

 

An act of commitment for the care of creation  

As the whole of creation looks with eager longing for the redemption of 

humankind, let us pledge ourselves anew to serve our Creator God, the 

Father who is the maker of all things, the Son through whom all things are 

made, and the Holy Spirit, the giver of life, who renews the face of the 

earth. Let us stand to affirm our commitment to care actively for God’s 

creation.  
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Lord of life and giver of hope, 

we pledge ourselves to care for creation, 

to reduce our waste, 

to live sustainably, 

and to value the rich diversity of life. 

May your wisdom guide us, 

that life in all its forms may flourish, 

and may be faithful in voicing creation’s praise.  

 

May the commitment we have made this day be matched by our faithful 

living.  

Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 

HYMN (766) 

You shall go out with joy and be led forth in peace, 
and the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you, 
There’ll be shouts of joy and the trees of the field 
shall clap, shall clap their hands. 
And the trees of the field shall clap their hands, 
and the trees of the field shall clap their hands, 
and the trees of the field shall clap their hands, 
and you’ll go out with joy. 

 
© 1975 Lillenas Publishing Co 

 

BLESSING & DISMISSAL 

May God the Holy Spirit, 

who hovered over the waters of creation 

and formed the world from chaos, 

form you in the likeness of Christ and renew the face of the earth.  

 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you and those you love, now and always.  

Amen 

 

Go in peace to love and serve our God. 
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
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