
St. Christopher’s Church 

Hinchley Wood 
 

Sunday 19th September 2021 

Welcome to our “Hybrid” Harvest Sunday Service 

Today we are celebrating God’s blessings in a Festival of fruit and vegetables.  We 
are recognising the gift of the harvest and we are committing to sharing these 
blessings with all.  In particular, the offerings of food that we see here in Church will 
be sent to the East Elmbridge Food Bank to support those experiencing food 
poverty in our local area.  We give thanks to God for all God’s generosity to us even 
during troubled times. 

Please join in with the words in bold print.  

 
Gathering 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you 

All   and also with you. 
 

 

Hymn:  We plough the fields and scatter (719)  

We plough the fields and scatter 
the good seed on the land, 
but it is fed and watered 
by God's almighty hand; 
he sends the snow in winter, 
the warmth to swell the grain, 
the breezes and the sunshine 
and soft refreshing rain. 
 

Chorus 
All good gifts around us 
are sent from heaven above, 
then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord 
for all his love. 

 

He only is the maker 
of all things near and far; 
he paints the wayside flower,  
he lights the evening star; 
the wind and waves obey him, 
by him the birds are fed; 
much more to us his children, 
he gives our daily bread.  



We thank you, then, O Father, 
for all things bright and good, 
the seed-time and the harvest, 
our life, our health, our food. 
No gifts have we to offer 
for all thy love imparts, 
but that which thou desirest, 
our humble, thankful hearts. 
 
 
 
 
Confession 
 
 

We confess our sin, and the sins of our society, in the misuse of God’s creation. 
 

God our Father, we are sorry for the times  
when we have used your gifts carelessly, and acted ungratefully. 

Hear our prayer, and in your mercy: 
All  forgive us and help us. 

 

We enjoy the fruits of the harvest,  
but sometimes forget that you have given them to us. 

Father, in your mercy: 
All  forgive us and help us. 

 

We belong to a people who are full and satisfied, 
but ignore the cry of the hungry. 

Father, in your mercy: 
All  forgive us and help us. 

 

We are thoughtless, 
and do not care enough for the world you have made. 

Father, in your mercy: 
All  forgive us and help us. 

 

We store up goods for ourselves alone, 
as if there were no God and no heaven. 

Father, in your mercy: 
All  forgive us and help us. 

 
 
Absolution 

May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins,  
and bring us all to everlasting life. 

All   Amen. 
 

 
  



Thanksgiving 
 

Let us give thanks to God, the God of all that is: 

for the colours and shapes of all living things; 

for our daily food and those who produce it; 

for the light and shades of the seasons as they change; 

for the new life that comes out of decay; 

for the life we have been given. 

All  We give you thanks, good Lord. 

 

 

Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 
thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right 
hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
 
 
Collect 

Let us pray: 
 

Creator God, 
you made the goodness of the land, 
the riches of the sea 
and the rhythm of the seasons; 
as we thank you for the harvest, 
may we cherish and respect 
this planet and its peoples, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
 
 

Reading: (Deuteronomy 8:7-18) 

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy  

The Lord your God is bringing you into a fertile land—a land that has rivers and 
springs, and underground streams gushing out into the valleys and hills;  a land 
that produces wheat and barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives, and 
honey.  There you will never go hungry or ever be in need. Its rocks have iron in 



them, and from its hills you can mine copper.  You will have all you want to eat, 
and you will give thanks to the Lord your God for the fertile land that he has given 
you. 
 
“Make certain that you do not forget the Lord your God; do not fail to obey any of 
his laws that I am giving you today.  When you have all you want to eat and have 
built good houses to live in and when your cattle and sheep, your silver and gold, 
and all your other possessions have increased,  be sure that you do not become 
proud and forget the Lord your God who rescued you from Egypt, where you were 
slaves.  He led you through that vast and terrifying desert where there were 
poisonous snakes and scorpions. In that dry and waterless land he made water 
flow out of solid rock for you.  In the desert he gave you manna to eat, food that 
your ancestors had never eaten. He sent hardships on you to test you, so that in 
the end he could bless you with good things.  So then, you must never think that 
you have made yourselves wealthy by your own power and strength.  Remember 
that it is the Lord your God who gives you the power to become rich. He does this 
because he is still faithful today to the covenant that he made with your ancestors. 
 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God   
 
 
Psalm 65 

You show your care for the land by sending rain; 
    you make it rich and fertile. 
You fill the streams with water; 
    you provide the earth with crops. 
 

This is how you do it: 
    you send abundant rain on the ploughed fields 
    and soak them with water; 
    you soften the soil with showers 
    and cause the young plants to grow. 
 

What a rich harvest your goodness provides! 
    Wherever you go there is plenty. 
The pastures are filled with flocks; 
    the hillsides are full of joy. 
 
The fields are covered with sheep; 
    the valleys are full of wheat. 
Everything shouts and sings for joy. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Lift up your eyes and see that the fields are ripe for harvesting. 
Gather the fruit for eternal life. 

All   Alleluia. 
 



Gospel: (Mark 4:26-29) 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus went on to say, “The Kingdom of God is like this. A man scatters seed in his 
field.  He sleeps at night, is up and about during the day, and all the while the seeds 
are sprouting and growing. Yet he does not know how it happens.  The soil itself 
makes the plants grow and bear fruit; first the tender stalk appears, then the head, 
and finally the head full of grain.  When the grain is ripe, the man starts cutting it with 
his sickle, because harvest time has come. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 
Talk 
 
 
Hymn: All things bright and beautiful 
 

All things bright and beautiful,  
all creatures great and small,  
all things wise and wonderful  
the Lord God made them all.  
 

1 Each little flower that opens, 
 each little bird that sings, 
 he made their glowing colours, 
 he made their tiny wings: 
 Refrain  
 

2 The purple headed mountain, 
 the river running by, 
 the sunset and the morning 
 that brightens up the sky: 
 Refrain  
 

3 The cold wind in the winter, 
 the pleasant summer sun, 
 the ripe fruits in the garden, 
 he made them every one: 
 Refrain  
 

4 He gave us eyes to see them, 
 and lips that we might tell 
 how great is God almighty, 
 who has made all things well: 
 Refrain  
 
Cecil Frances Alexander (née Humphreys) (1818-1895) 
 
 
  



Affirmation of Faith 

Let us declare our faith 
in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he was buried; he was raised to life on the third day  
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, and to all the apostles:  
this we have received, and this we believe.  

Amen. 

 
 
Intercessions 

Between the prayers we say  
Lord, in your mercy 
All   hear our prayer.  
At the end of the prayers we say  
Merciful God, accept our prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
All Amen 
 
 
The Peace 

The Harvest of God is peace and justice for all. 
  

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you. 

 

We share a socially distanced sign of peace by turning and waving to those around 

us in church and to those joining us from home 

 

   

Hymn: For the beauty of the earth (184) 
 

1 For the beauty of the earth, 
 for the beauty of the skies, 
 for the love which from our birth 
 over and around us lies: 
  Lord of all, to thee we raise  
  this our sacrifice of praise.  
  
2 For the beauty of each hour 
 of the day and of the night, 
 hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
 sun and moon and stars of light: 
  Chorus  



 
3 For the joy of human love, 
 brother, sister, parent, child, 
 friends on earth, and friends above, 
 for all gentle thoughts and mild: 
  Chorus  
 
4 For each perfect gift of thine 
 to our race so freely given, 
 graces human and divine, 
 flowers of earth and buds of heaven: 
  Chorus  
 

Folliott Sandford Pierpoint (1835-1917) 

 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here. 
All   His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

You are worthy of our thanks and praise Lord God of truth, 
for by the breath of your mouth you have spoken your Word, 
and all things have come into being. 
 

You fashioned us in your image 
and placed us in the garden of your delight. 
Though we chose the path of rebellion 
you would not abandon your own. 
 

Again and again you drew us into your covenant of grace. 
You gave your people the Law and taught us by your prophets 
to look for your reign of justice and mercy. 
 

And now we give you thanks because you make us stewards of your creation, to 
praise you day by day for the marvels of your wisdom and power. 
In our unending joy we echo on earth the song of the angels in heaven, 
evermore praising you and saying: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
 

  



Lord, you are the most holy one, enthroned in splendour and light, 
yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ 
you reveal the power of your love made perfect in our human weakness. 
 

Embracing our humanity, Jesus taught us the way of salvation. 
Loving us to the end, he gave himself to death for us. 
Dying for his own, he set us free from the bonds of sin, 
that we might rise and reign with him in glory. 
 

On the night you gave up your Son for us all 
he took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 

 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross, 
we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb, 
and we long for his coming in glory. 
 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
 

Dying you destroyed our death 
rising you restored our life 
Lord Jesus, come in glory.  

 

As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption, 
Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation 
be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
form us into the likeness of Christ 
and make us a perfect offering in your sight. 
 

Look with favour on your people 
and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts. 
Bless the earth, heal the sick, let the oppressed go free 
and fill your Church with power from on high. 
 

Gather your people from the ends of the earth 
to feast with all your saints at the table in your kingdom, 
where the new creation is brought to perfection 
in Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 

by whom and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 



The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 
 
Distribution of Communion 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 
All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
If you wish to receive holy communion please stand 
The body of Christ 
All Amen 
 

Holy Communion is distributed to those in the Church. 
 
 
Chants 

 
We will listen to St. Christopher’s Virtual Choir singing various Taize chants 
recorded during the lockdown of the Pandemic. 
 
 
Prayer of Spiritual Communion  
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now 
receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. O 
most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
 
  



Closing Prayer 
 

Lord of the harvest, 
with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in creation 
and have shared in the bread and the wine of the kingdom: 
by your grace plant within us a reverence for all that you give us 
and make us generous and wise stewards 
of the good things we enjoy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 
 
 
Notices 
 
 
Hymn:  For the fruits of all creation (185) 
 

1 For the fruits of all creation, 
 thanks be to God; 
 for the gifts to every nation, 
 thanks be to God; 
 for the ploughing, sowing, reaping, 
 silent growth while we are sleeping, 
 future needs in earth's safe-keeping, 
 thanks be to God. 
 

2 In the just reward of labour, 
 God's will is done; 
 in the help we give our neighbour, 
 God's will is done; 
 in our world-wide task of caring 
 for the hungry and despairing, 
 in the harvests we are sharing, 
 God's will is done. 
 

3 For the harvests of the Spirit, 
 thanks be to God; 
 for the good we all inherit, 
 thanks be to God; 
 for the wonders that astound us, 
 for the truths that still confound us, 
 most of all that love has found us, 
 thanks be to God. 
 

Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000)  © 1970 Stainer & Bell Ltd. 

 
 
  



The Blessing 
 

May God our creator, who clothes the lilies and feeds the birds of the air bestow 
on you his care and increase the harvest of your righteousness; and the 
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you 
and those you love today and always.  

All   Amen. 
 

And may the blessing of almighty God, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
come down upon you and remain with you always. 

All   Amen. 
 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All    In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 

If you are in the church, please stay in your place until  
you are directed by a steward to leave the building.  

 

We are now permitted to gather outside the Church for a chat.  
Please ensure you remain socially distanced (minimum of 2m)  

from anyone not in your household.  
 
 

Thank you for filling in our COVID-19 track and trace book, if you 
feel unwell during the week, please ring 07824 323815 so that we 

can contact others who were here today. 
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