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St. Christopher’s Church, Hinchley Wood  

Sunday 3rd October 2021 - Trinity 18 

 

A very warm welcome to St Christopher’s Church this morning.  This is a 

hybrid Sunday Service as we join together with some of us in the church 

and others online in their homes. This Sunday is the last in the Church of 

England’s season of Creation-tide, and the readings and hymns this 

morning continue to reflect this theme 

 

Please do join in with the words in bold print. 

 

 

GATHERING 

Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

and also with you. 
 

 

HYMN (252) 

 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven! 

To his feet thy tribute bring; 

ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

who like me his praise should sing? 

Praise him! Praise him! Praise him! Praise him! 

Praise the everlasting King! 

 

Praise him for his grace and favour 

to our fathers in distress; 

praise him still the same as ever, 

slow to chide and swift to bless. 

Praise him! Praise him! Praise him! Praise him! 

Glorious in his faithfulness! 

 

Father-like he tends and spares us; 

well our feeble frame he knows; 

in his hands he gently bears us, 

rescues us from all our foes. 

Praise him! Praise him! Praise him! Praise him! 

Widely as his mercy flows! 
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Angels help us to adore him; 

ye behold him face to face; 

sun and moon bow down before him, 

dwellers all in time and space. 

Praise him! Praise him! Praise him! Praise him! 

Praise with us the God of grace! 

 

 

CONFESSION 

 

Come, let us return to the Lord and say: 

 

O King enthroned on high, 

filling the earth with your glory: 

holy is your name, 

Lord God almighty. 

In our sinfulness we cry to you 

to take our guilt away, 

and to cleanse our lips to speak your word, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

ABSOLUTION 

 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself, 

and cleanse you from all your sins 

that you may behold the glory of his Son, 

the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

 

 

GLORIA 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord 

God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we 

give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated 

at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  
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For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are 

the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God 

the Father.    

Amen.  

 

 

COLLECT 

 

God, our judge and saviour, 

teach us to be open to your truth 

and to trust in your love, 

that we may live each day 

with confidence in the salvation which is given 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Genesis 2:18-24 

 

A reading from Genesis 

 

Then the Lord God said, "It is not good for the man to live alone. I will make 

a suitable companion to help him."  So he took some soil from the ground 

and formed all the animals and all the birds. Then he brought them to the 

man to see what he would name them; and that is how they all got their 

names.  So the man named all the birds and all the animals; but not one of 

them was a suitable companion to help him.  

Then the Lord God made the man fall into a deep sleep, and while he was 

sleeping, he took out one of the man's ribs and closed up the flesh. He 

formed a woman out of the rib and brought her to him. Then the man said, 

"At last, here is one of my own kind - Bone taken from my bone, and flesh 

from my flesh. "Woman' is her name because she was taken out of man."  

That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united with his wife, 

and they become one.  

 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God    
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PSALM 8 

 
O Lord, our Lord, your greatness is seen in all the world! Your praise 
reaches up to the heavens; it is sung by children and babies. You are safe 
and secure from all your enemies; you stop anyone who opposes you.  
 
When I look at the sky, which you have made, at the moon and the 
stars, which you set in their places - what are human beings, that you 
think of them; mere mortals, that you care for them?  
 
Yet you made them inferior only to yourself; you crowned them with glory 
and honour. You appointed them rulers over everything you made  
 
You placed them over all creation: sheep and cattle, and the wild 
animals too; the birds and the fish and the creatures in the seas.  
 
O Lord, our Lord, your greatness is seen in all the world! 
sand on the shore; they fell in the middle of the camp all around the tents.  
         
 

 

HYMN (511) 

 

 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

consider all the works thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 

thy power throughout the universe displayed; 

 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 

how great thou art, how great thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 

how great thou art, how great thou art! 

 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander 

and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze: 

 

Then sings my soul… 
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And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 

sent him to die, I scarce can take it in 

that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 

he bled and died to take away my sin: 

 

Then sings my soul… 

 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 

and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart; 

when I shall bow in humble adoration 

and there proclaim: my God, how great thou art 

 

Then sings my soul… 

 
© 1953 Stuart K Hine 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

God is not far from each one of us. 

In him we live and move and have our being. Alleluia 

 

 

GOSPEL  Mark 10:2-16 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Some Pharisees came to Jesus and tried to trap him. "Tell us," they 

asked, "does our Law allow a man to divorce his wife?" Jesus answered 

with a question, "What law did Moses give you?" Their answer was, 

"Moses gave permission for a man to write a divorce notice and send his 

wife away." Jesus said to them, "Moses wrote this law for you because 

you are so hard to teach. But in the beginning, at the time of creation, 

"God made them male and female,' as the scripture says. "And for this 

reason a man will leave his father and mother and unite with his wife,   

and the two will become one.' So they are no longer two, but one.  

No human being must separate, then, what God has joined together."  

  

When they went back into the house, the disciples asked Jesus about 

this matter. He said to them, "A man who divorces his wife and marries 
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another woman commits adultery against his wife. In the same way, a 

woman who divorces her husband and marries another man commits 

adultery."  

 

Some people brought children to Jesus for him to place his hands on 

them, but the disciples scolded the people. When Jesus noticed this, he 

was angry and said to his disciples, "Let the children come to me, and 

do not stop them, because the Kingdom of God belongs to such as 

these. I assure you that whoever does not receive the Kingdom of God 

like a child will never enter it." Then he took the children in his arms, 

placed his hands on each of them, and blessed them.  
  

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 

 

TALK 

 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   

 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 

who took our human nature, died for us and rose again? 

We believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God and makes Christ known in the world? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 
This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen 
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INTERCESSIONS 

Between the prayers we say   

Lord, in your mercy hear 

our prayer.   
 

At the end of the prayers we say   

Merciful God,  

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 

 

THE PEACE 

God is love and those who live in love live in God and God lives in them.               

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

and also with you 

 

We share a socially distanced sign of peace by turning and waving to those 

around us in church and to those on the screen

 

OFFERTORY HYMN (448) 

Meekness and majesty, 

manhood and deity, 

in perfect harmony, 

the Man who is God. 

Lord of eternity 

dwells in humanity, 

kneels in humility 

and washes our feet. 

O what a mystery, 

Meekness and majesty. 

Bow down and worship 

For this is your God, 

This is your God. 

Father's pure radiance, 

perfect in innocence, 

yet learns obedience 

to death on a cross. 
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Suffering to give us life, 

conquering through sacrifice, 

and as they crucify 

prays: 'Father forgive.' 

O what a mystery … 

Wisdom unsearchable, 

God the invisible, 

love indestructible 

in frailty appears. 

Lord of infinity, 

stooping so tenderly, 

lifts our humanity 

to the heights of his throne 

O what a mystery … 

© 1986 Thankyou Music 

 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation. In your loving care you spread 

before us the table of life and give us the cup of salvation to drink.   

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

The Lord is here  
God’s Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
We lift them to the Lord 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give thanks and praise 
 
Father, you made the world and love your creation. 
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death. 
And so we gladly thank you, 
with saints and angels praising you, and saying: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.        
Hosanna in the highest.  

We praise and bless you, loving Father,  
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,  
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice  
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 
 

Praise to you Lord Jesus: 
Dying you destroyed our death, rising you restored our life: 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
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Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever.        
Amen.  
 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ, 
though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
 
The gifts of God for the people of God.  
 

If you wish to receive Holy Communion, please stand if you are able 

The body of Christ 

Amen 

Holy Communion is distributed to those in the Church  

 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion for those worshipping at home: 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, for all 

the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now receive you 

sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. O most merciful 

redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly, 

and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.  
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COMMUNION HYMN (66)    

Be still and know that I am God (x 3) 

 

I am the Lord that healeth thee (x 3) 

 

In thee, O Lord, I put my trust (x 3) 
© 1993 Kevin Mayhew Ltd 

 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

We praise and thank you, O Christ, for this sacred feast: 
for here we receive you, 
here the memory of your passion is renewed, 
here our minds are filled with grace, 
and here a pledge of future glory is given, 
when we shall feast at that table where you reign 
with all your saints for ever.  Amen 
 

 

NOTICES 

 

HYMN (163) 

 

Father, Lord of all creation, 

ground of Being, Life and Love; 

height and depth beyond description, 

only life in you can prove: 

you are mortal life's dependence: 

thought, speech, sight are ours by grace; 

yours is every hour's existence, 

sovereign Lord of time and space. 

 

Jesus Christ, the Man for Others 

we, your people, make our prayer; 

help us love - as sisters, brothers - 

all whose burdens we can share. 

Where your name binds us together 

you, Lord Christ, will surely be; 

where no selfishness can sever 

there your love the world may see. 
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Holy Spirit, rushing, burning 

wind and flame of Pentecost, 

fire our hearts afresh with yearning 

to regain what we have lost. 

May your love unite our action 

nevermore to speak alone: 

God, in us, abolish faction, 

God, through us your love make known. 

 
Text © Mrs M Cross;  Music © Oxford University Press 

 

 

BLESSING & DISMISSAL 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing; 

and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you and those you love, now and always.  

Amen 

 

Go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God.   
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