
St. Christopher’s Church, Hinchley Wood 
Sunday 24th October 2021 – Bible Sunday 

Welcome to our “Hybrid” Sunday Service on this Bible Sunday dedicated to 
reflecting on the gift of the Holy Scriptures.  

Let us join together to worship God with joy and wonder, and give thanks for God’s 
blessing on our lives and his Word which nourishes us. 

Please join in with the words in bold print.  

 

Gathering 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you 

All   and also with you. 
 

 

Hymn:  Be Thou my Vision (70) 

 
1  Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

2  Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word; 
I ever with thee, and thou with me, Lord. 
thou my great Father, and I thy true heir;  
thou in me dwelling and I in thy care. 

 
3  Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight. 

Be thou my armour, and be thou my might, 
thou my soul’s shelter, thou my high tow’r. 
Raise thou me heav’nward, O Pow’r of my pow’r. 

 
4  Riches I need not, nor all the world’s praise; 

thou mine inheritance through all my days; 
Thou and thou only, the first in my heart, 
high King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 
5  High King of heaven, when battle is done  

Grant heaven’s joys to me, O bright heav’n’s Sun! 
Christ of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 
  



Confession 
 

The word of God is living and active.  It judges the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart.  All is open and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we give account. 

We therefore confess our sins in penitence and faith. 

Let your faithful love come unto me, O Lord, even your salvation, according to your 
promise: 

Lord have mercy  All   Lord, have mercy. 

Your word is a lantern to my feet and a light upon my path: 

Christ, have mercy.  All   Christ, have mercy. 

I have gone astray like a sheep that is lost;  O seek your servant, for I do not forget 
your commandments. 

Lord have mercy  All   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Absolution 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself 
and cleanse you from all your sins, that you may behold the glory of his Son, 
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 
 
Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 
thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right 
hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
 
 
Collect 

Let us pray: 
 

Blessed Lord, 
who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: 
help us so to hear them, to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them 
that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word, 
we may embrace and for ever hold fast the hope of everlasting life, 
which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ 

All  Amen. 



Reading: (Isaiah 55:1-11) 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 

The Lord says, 
Come, everyone who is thirsty—here is water! 
Come, you that have no money—buy grain and eat! 
Come! Buy wine and milk—it will cost you nothing! 
 

Why spend money on what does not satisfy? 
    Why spend your wages and still be hungry? 
Listen to me and do what I say, and you will enjoy the best food of all. 
Listen now, my people, and come to me; come to me, and you will have life! 
 

I will make a lasting covenant with you and give you the blessings I promised to 
David.  I made him a leader and commander of nations, and through him I showed 
them my power.  Now you will summon foreign nations; at one time they did not 
know you, but now they will come running to join you! 
 

I, the Lord your God, the holy God of Israel, will make all this happen; I will give 
you honour and glory.   
 

Turn to the Lord and pray to him, now that he is near.   Let the wicked leave their 
way of life and change their way of thinking.  Let them turn to the Lord, our 
God; he is merciful and quick to forgive. 
 

“My thoughts,” says the Lord, “are not like yours, and my ways are different from 
yours.  As high as the heavens are above the earth, so high are my ways and 
thoughts above yours.  My word is like the snow and the rain that come down from 
the sky to water the earth.  They make the crops grow and provide seed for 
planting and food to eat. 
 

So also will be the word that I speak—it will not fail to do what I plan for it; it will do 
everything I send it to do. 
 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God   
 
 

Psalm 19 

The law of the Lord is perfect; it gives new strength. 
The commands of the Lord are trustworthy, giving wisdom to those who lack it. 
 

The laws of the Lord are right, and those who obey them are happy. 
The commands of the Lord are just and give understanding to the mind. 
 

Reverence for the Lord is good; it will continue forever. 
The judgments of the Lord are just; they are always fair. 
 

They are more desirable than the finest gold; they are sweeter than the purest 
honey.   

They give knowledge to me, your servant;  I am rewarded for obeying them. 
 

None of us can see our own errors; deliver me, Lord, from hidden faults! 
Keep me safe, also, from wilful sins; don't let them rule over me. 
 



Then I shall be perfect and free from the evil of sin. 
May my words and my thoughts be acceptable to you, 
    O Lord, my refuge and my redeemer! 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life. 

All   Alleluia. 
 
 

Gospel: (John 5:30-47) 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said: 
 

“I can do nothing on my own authority; I judge only as God tells me, so my judgment 
is right, because I am not trying to do what I want, but only what he who sent me 
wants.  If I testify on my own behalf, what I say is not to be accepted as real 
proof.  But there is someone else who testifies on my behalf, and I know that what 
he says about me is true.  John is the one to whom you sent your messengers, and 
he spoke on behalf of the truth.  It is not that I must have a human witness; I say this 
only in order that you may be saved.  John was like a lamp, burning and shining, and 
you were willing for a while to enjoy his light.  But I have a witness on my behalf 
which is even greater than the witness that John gave: what I do, that is, the deeds 
my Father gave me to do, these speak on my behalf and show that the Father has 
sent me.  And the Father, who sent me, also testifies on my behalf. You have never 
heard his voice or seen his face,  and you do not keep his message in your hearts, 
for you do not believe in the one whom he sent.  
 

“You study the Scriptures, because you think that in them you will find eternal life. 
And these very Scriptures speak about me!  Yet you are not willing to come to me in 
order to have life.  I am not looking for human praise.  But I know what kind of 
people you are, and I know that you have no love for God in your hearts.  I have 
come with my Father's authority, but you have not received me; when, however, 
someone comes with his own authority, you will receive him.  You like to receive 
praise from one another, but you do not try to win praise from the one who alone is 
God; how, then, can you believe me?    
 

“Do not think, however, that I am the one who will accuse you to my Father.  Moses, 
in whom you have put your hope, is the very one who will accuse you.  If you had 
really believed Moses, you would have believed me, because he wrote about 
me.   But since you do not believe what he wrote, how can you believe what I say?” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 

Talk 
 



Hymn: There Is a Redeemer (658) 

There is a redeemer, Jesus, God's own Son 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One 
 Refrain 

Thank you, oh my father 
For giving us Your Son 
And leaving Your Spirit 
'Til the work on Earth is done 

 

Jesus my redeemer, Name above all names 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Oh, for sinners slain 
 Refrain 
 

When I stand in Glory, I will see His face 
And there I'll serve my King forever, In that Holy Place 
 Refrain 
 

Songwriter: Melody Green 

 
 

Affirmation of Faith 

Let us declare our faith in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
All    Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he was buried; he was raised to life on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, 
and to all the apostles: 
this we have received, and this we believe. 
Amen. 

 
 

Intercessions 

Between the prayers we say  
Lord, in your mercy 
All   hear our prayer.  
 

At the end of the prayers we say  
Merciful God, accept our prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
All Amen 
 
 
The Peace 

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who has given us access to his grace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you. 

 



We share a socially distanced sign of peace by turning and waving to those around 

us in church and to those joining us from home 

 
   
Hymn: Make Me a Channel of Your Peace (437) 
 
Make me a channel of your peace 
Where there is hatred let me bring your love 
Where there is injury your pardon Lord 
And where there's doubt true faith in you 
Make me a channel of your peace 
Where there's despair in life let me bring hope 
Where there is darkness, only light 
And where there's sadness ever joy 
 
Oh master grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled as to console 
To be understood as to understand 
To be loved as to love with all my soul 
 
Make me a channel of your peace 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned 
In giving to all men that we receive 
And in dying that we're born to eternal life 
Oh master grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled as to console 
To be understood as to understand 
To be loved as to love with all my soul 
 
Make me a channel of your peace 
Where there's despair in life let me bring hope 
Where there is darkness, only light 
And where there's sadness ever joy 
And where there's sadness ever joy 
 
Songwriters: Katherine Jenkins / Patrick Hamilton / Traditional  

 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here. 
All   His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

 



Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 
 

And now we give you thanks 
because you have given us the Holy Scriptures 
to instruct us in the wisdom that leads to salvation 
through faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 

All    Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
All    Christ has died:  Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 

  



As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of St. Christopher and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All   Amen. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 
 
Distribution of Communion 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 
All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
If you wish to receive holy communion please stand 
The body of Christ 
All Amen 
 

Holy Communion is distributed to those in the Church. 
 
 
  



Chant: In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful (929) 
 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, in the Lord I will rejoice 
Look to God, do not be afraid; 
Lift up your voices the Lord is near, 
Lift up your voices the Lord is near. 
 

Jacques Berthier © Ateliers et Presses de Taize 

 
 
Prayer of Spiritual Communion  
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now 
receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. O 
most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
 

God of all grace, your Son Jesus Christ fed the hungry 
with the bread of his life and the word of his kingdom: 
renew your people with your heavenly grace, 
and in all our weakness sustain us by your true and living bread; 
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

All Amen 
 
 

Notices 
 
 

Hymn:  The Spirit Lives to Set Us Free (666) 
 

1. The Spirit lives to set us free, Walk, walk in the light;  
He binds us all in unity, Walk, walk in the light.  

Chorus 
Walk in the light,  
Walk in the light,  
Walk in the light,  
Walk in the light of the Lord.  

 

2. Jesus promised life to all, Walk, walk in the light;  
The dead were wakened by his call, Walk, walk in the light.  

Chorus 
 

3. He died in pain on Calvary, Walk, walk in the light;  
To save the lost like you and me, Walk, walk in the light.  

Chorus 
 

4. We know his death was not the end, Walk, walk in the light;  
He gave his Spirit to be our friend, Walk, walk in the light.  

Chorus 



 

5. The Spirit lives in you and me,  
Walk, walk in the light;  
His light will shine for all to see,  
Walk, walk in the light.  

 Chorus 
 
 
The Blessing 
 

Go now in peace, knowing that you have been born again, 
not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, 
through the living and enduring word of God; 
All   Amen. 
 

And may the blessing of almighty God, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
come down upon you and remain with you always. 

All   Amen. 
 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All    In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 

If you are in the church, please stay in your place until  
you are directed by a steward to leave the building.  

 

We are able to serve refreshments now in Church.  
Please respect that others may not be ready for close contact. 

The general principle of remaining socially distanced (minimum of 2m)  
from anyone not in your household is still a good practice.  

 
 

Thank you for filling in our COVID-19 track and trace book, if you 
feel unwell during the week, please ring 07824 323815 so that we 

can contact others who were here today. 
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