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St. Christopher’s Church, Hinchley Wood
Sunday 7th November 2021 - The Third Sunday before Advent
A very warm welcome to St Christopher’s Church this morning. This is a
hybrid Sunday Service, with some of us worshipping in the church and
others joining online in their homes. We are now in the countdown to
Advent, and there’s a sense of expectation and urgency in the readings this
morning.
Please do join in with the words in bold print.

GATHERING
Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you.
HYMN (347)
Jesus calls us o'er the tumult
of our life's wild, restless sea;
day by day his sweet voice soundeth,
saying "Christian, follow me."
As of old Saint Andrew heard it
by the Galilean lake,
turned from home and toil and kindred,
leaving all for his dear sake.
Jesus calls us from the worship
of the vain world's golden store,
from each idol that would keep us,
saying "Christian, love me more."
In our joys and in our sorrows,
days of toil and hours of ease,
still he calls, in cares and pleasures,
that we love him more than these.

2
Jesus calls us; by thy mercies,
Saviour, make us hear thy call,
give our hearts to thine obedience,
serve and love thee best of all.

CONFESSION
Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’
So let us turn away from sin and turn to Christ,
confessing our sins in penitence and faith.
Lord God,
we have sinned against you;
we have done evil in your sight.
We are sorry and repent.
Have mercy on us according to your love.
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.
Renew a right spirit within us
and restore us to the joy of your salvation,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

ABSOLUTION
May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself,
and cleanse you from all your sins
that you may behold the glory of his Son,
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord
God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we
give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated
at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are
the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God
the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
God, our refuge and strength,
bring near the day when wars shall cease
and poverty and pain shall end,
that earth may know the peace of heaven
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Jonah 3: 1-5, 10

A reading from Jonah
Once again the Lord spoke to Jonah. He said, "Go to Nineveh, that great
city, and proclaim to the people the message I have given you." So Jonah
obeyed the Lord and went to Nineveh, a city so large that it took three days
to walk through it. Jonah started through the city, and after walking a whole
day, he proclaimed, "In forty days Nineveh will be destroyed!" The people
of Nineveh believed God's message. So they decided that everyone should
fast, and all the people, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth to
show that they had repented.
God saw what they did; he saw that they had given up their wicked
behaviour. So he changed his mind and did not punish them as he had
said he would.
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God
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From Psalm 62
God alone protects and saves me; he is my defender, and I shall never be
defeated.
My salvation and honour depend on God; he is my strong protector;
he is my shelter.
Trust in God at all times, my people. Tell him all your troubles, for he is our
refuge.
Human beings are all like a puff of breath; great and small alike are
worthless. Put them on the scales, and they weigh nothing; they are
lighter than a mere breath.
Don't put your trust in violence; don't hope to gain anything by robbery;
even if your riches increase, don't depend on them.
More than once I have heard God say that power belongs to him
and that his love is constant.
You yourself, O Lord, reward everyone according to their deeds.

HYMN (733)
When God Almighty came to earth
he took the pain of Jesus’ birth,
he took the flight of refugee,
and whispered, “Humbly follow me.”
When God Almighty went to work,
carpenter’s sweat he didn’t shirk,
profit and loss he didn’t flee,
and whispered, “Humbly follow me.”
When God Almighty walked the street,
the critic’s curse he had to meet,
the cynic’s smile he had to see,
and whispered, “Humbly follow me.”
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When God Almighty met his folk,
of peace and truth he boldly spoke
to set the slave and tyrant free,
and whispered, “Humbly follow me.”
When God Almighty took his place
to save the sometimes human race,
he took it boldly on a tree,
and whispered, “Humbly follow me.”
When God Almighty comes again,
he’ll meet us incognito as then;
and though no words may voice his plea,
he’ll whisper, “Are you following me?”
Text ©1987 WGRG

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia.
Stay awake, praying at all times
for the strength to stand with confidence before the Son of man.
Alleluia

GOSPEL

Mark 1:14-20

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.
After John had been put in prison, Jesus went to Galilee and preached the
Good News from God. "The right time has come," he said, "and the
Kingdom of God is near! Turn away from your sins and believe the Good
News!"
As Jesus walked along the shore of Lake Galilee, he saw two fishermen,
Simon and his brother Andrew, catching fish with a net. Jesus said to them,
"Come with me, and I will teach you to catch people." At once they left their
nets and went with him.
He went a little farther on and saw two other brothers, James and John, the
sons of Zebedee. They were in their boat getting their nets ready. As soon
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as Jesus saw them, he called them; they left their father Zebedee in the
boat with the hired men and went with Jesus.
This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

TALK

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (The Nicene Creed)
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
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who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS
Between the prayers we say
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
At the end of the prayers we say
Merciful God,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen
THE PEACE
To crown all things there must be love,
to bind all together and complete the whole.
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts.
and also with you
We share a socially distanced sign of peace by turning and waving to those
around us in church and to those on the screen
OFFERTORY HYMN (752)
Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?
Will you leave your self behind if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare,
will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?
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Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me?
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?
Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me.
Text ©1987 WGRG

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
To you we come, Father of lights,
with angels and saints,
where heaven and earth unite.
May Jesus meet us in the breaking of the bread.
Amen.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord is here
God’s Spirit is with us
Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give thanks and praise
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should always sing of your glory,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
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For you are the hope of the nations,
the builder of the city that is to come.
Your love made visible in Jesus Christ
brings home the lost,
restores the sinner
and gives dignity to the despised.
In his face your light shines out,
flooding lives with goodness and truth,
gathering into one in your kingdom
a divided and broken humanity.
Therefore with all who can give voice in your creation
we glorify your name,
for ever praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.
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Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
Amen
THE LORD’S PRAYER
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever.
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ,
though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
The gifts of God for the people of God.
If you wish to receive Holy Communion, please stand if you are able
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The body of Christ
Amen
Holy Communion is distributed to those in the Church
Prayer of Spiritual Communion for those worshipping at home:
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, for all
the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now receive you
sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. O most merciful
redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN (925)
Confitemini Domino quoniam bonus
Confitemini Domino. Alleluia!
Translation: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good
© 1981 Atelier & Presses de Taizé

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
God of peace,
whose Son Jesus Christ proclaimed the kingdom
and restored the broken to wholeness of life:
look with compassion on the anguish of the world,
and by your healing power
make whole both people and nations;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen

NOTICES

HYMN (238 - tune 631)
Go forth and tell! O church of God, awake!
God's saving news to all the nations take;
proclaim Christ Jesus, Saviour, Lord, and King,
that all the world his worthy praise may sing.
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Go forth and tell! God's love embraces all;
he will in grace respond to all who call:
how shall they call if they have never heard
the gracious invitation of his word?
Go forth and tell! Where still the darkness lies;
in wealth or want, the sinner surely dies:
give us, O Lord, concern of heart and mind,
a love like yours which cares for humankind.
Go forth and tell! The doors are open wide:
share God's good gifts - let no one be denied;
live out your life as Christ your Lord shall choose,
your ransomed pow’rs for his sole glory use.
Go forth and tell! O Church of God, arise!
Go in the strength which Christ your Lord supplies;
go till all nations his great name adore
and serve him, Lord and king for evermore.
Text © Mrs M Seddon;

Music © OUP

BLESSING & DISMISSAL
May God give to you and to all those whom you love
his comfort and his peace, his light and his joy,
in this world and the next;
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you and those you love, now and always.
Amen
Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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