
St. Christopher’s Church, Hinchley Wood 
Sunday 28th November 2021.  1st Sunday of Advent 

 

Welcome to our “Hybrid” Sunday Service.   

As we move into Advent we prepare to see “the Son of Man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory”. Let us be mindful of that in our worship today. 

Please join in with the words in bold print.  

 
Gathering 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you 

All   and also with you. 
 
 
Hymn: All that I am (23) 
 

All that I am, all that I do, 
All that I'll ever have 
I offer now to you. 
Take and sanctify these gifts 
For your honour, Lord. 
Knowing that I love and serve you 
Is enough reward. 
 

Refrain: 
All that I am, all that I do, 
All that I'll ever have 
I offer now to you. 

 
All that I dream, all that I pray, 
All that I'll ever make 
I give to you today 
Take and sanctify these gifts 
For your glory, Lord. 
Knowing that I love and serve you 
Is enough reward.  
 

Refrain 
 

Sebastian Temple 

 
 
  



Lighting the Candles of the Advent Wreath 
 
God of Abraham and Sarah, and all the patriarchs of old, 
you are our Father too. 
Your love is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, 
Son of God and Son of David. 
Help us in preparing to celebrate his birth 
to make our hearts ready for your Holy Spirit 
to make his home among us. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
the light who is coming into the world. 
Amen. 
 

Confession 

In preparation for our worship, and as we prepare to meet the Son of Man this 
Advent, let us open our hearts and own up to our selfishness and failings. 
 
Creator of us all, your lovingly made world is in the midst of our created turmoil. 

Lord have mercy  All   Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, you stand in glory yet we have not turned to you for redemption. 

Christ, have mercy.  All   Christ, have mercy. 
 
Holy Spirit, you come to us with succour, yet we continue to grieve you. 

Lord have mercy  All   Lord, have mercy. 
 
 
Absolution 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and keep you in life eternal;  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 
 

Collect 

Almighty God, 
as your kingdom dawns, 
turn us from the darkness of sin to the 
light of holiness, 
that we may be ready to meet you 
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
All  Amen. 

 
 
 



Reading (Jeremiah 33:14-16) 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah   

The Lord said,  

“The time is coming when I will fulfil the promise that I made to the people of Israel 
and Judah.  At that time, I will choose as king a righteous descendant of David. 
That king will do what is right and just throughout the land.  The people of Judah 
and of Jerusalem will be rescued and will live in safety.  The city will be called 
‘The Lord Our Salvation.’” 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God   

 
 
Psalm 25 

To you, O Lord, I offer my prayer; 
     in you, my God, I trust. 
Save me from the shame of defeat; 
    don't let my enemies gloat over me! 
 

Defeat does not come to those who trust in you, 
    but to those who are quick to rebel against you. 
Teach me your ways, O Lord; 
    make them known to me. 
 

Teach me to live according to your truth, 
    for you are my God, who saves me. 
    I always trust in you. 
 

Remember, O Lord, your kindness and constant love 
    which you have shown from long ago. 
 

Forgive the sins and errors of my youth. 
In your constant love and goodness, 
    remember me, Lord! 
 

Because the Lord is righteous and good, 
    he teaches sinners the path they should follow. 
He leads the humble in the right way 
    and teaches them his will. 
 
 
Acclamation 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy and give us your saving help. 

Alleluia! 
 
 
  



Gospel (Luke 21:25-36) 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

“There will be strange things happening to the sun, the moon, and the stars. On 
earth whole countries will be in despair, afraid of the roar of the sea and the raging 
tides.  People will faint from fear as they wait for what is coming over the whole 
earth, for the powers in space will be driven from their courses.  Then the Son of 
Man will appear, coming in a cloud with great power and glory.  When these things 
begin to happen, stand up and raise your heads, because your salvation is near.” 

Then Jesus told them this parable: “Think of the fig tree and all the other trees.  
When you see their leaves beginning to appear, you know that summer is near.  In 
the same way, when you see these things happening, you will know that the 
Kingdom of God is about to come. 

“Remember that all these things will take place before the people now living have all 
died.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 

“Be careful not to let yourselves become occupied with too much feasting and 
drinking and with the worries of this life, or that Day may suddenly catch you like a 
trap. For it will come upon all people everywhere on earth.  Be on watch and pray 
always that you will have the strength to go safely through all those things that will 
happen and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 
Talk 

 
 
Hymn: Longing for Light (Sheet) 
 

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
 Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
 Make us your own, your holy people, 
 light for the world to see. 
  Chorus  
  Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts.  
  Shine through the darkness.  
  Christ be our light!  
  Shine in your church gathered today.  
  

2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
 Longing for hope, many despair. 
 Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
 Make us your living voice. 
  Chorus  
  
 



 

3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 
 Longing for water, many still thirst. 
 Make us your bread, broken for others, 
 shared until all are fed. 
  Chorus  
 

4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
 Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
 Make us your building, sheltering others, 
 walls made of living stones. 
  Chorus  
 

5 Many the gifts, many the people, 
 many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
 Let us be servants to one another, 
 making your kingdom come. 
  Chorus  
 

Bernadette Farrell (born 1957) © 1994 Bernadette Farrell published by OCP Publications 5536 NE Hassalo Portland 
OR 97213. All rights reserved.  Used with permission. 

 
 
Affirmation of Faith 

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

All    Though he was divine, 
he did not cling to equality with God, 
but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave, 
he was born in human likeness. 
He humbled himself 
and was obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross. 
Therefore God has raised him on high, 
and given him the name above every name: 
that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, 
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 
 
Intercessions 

Between the prayers we say  

Lord, in your mercy 
All   hear our prayer.  
 

At the end of the prayers we say  

Merciful God, accept our prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen 



The Peace 

“Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 

Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because 

your redemption is drawing near.” 
 

The peace of Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

 
We share a socially distanced sign of peace by turning and waving to those around 

us in church and to those joining us from home 

 
 
Hymn: All Heaven Declares (17) 
 

All heaven declares the glory of the risen Lord 
Who can compare with the beauty of the Lord 
Forever He will be the Lamb upon the throne 
I gladly bow the knee and worship Him alone 
 

I will proclaim the glory of the risen Lord 
Who once was slain to reconcile us all to God 
Forever You will be the Lamb upon the throne 
I gladly bow the knee and worship You alone 
 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here. 
All   His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 
 

And now we give you thanks 
because you sent him to redeem us from sin and death 
and to make us inheritors of everlasting life; 
that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, 
we may with joy behold his appearing, 
and in confidence may stand before him. 
 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 



 

All    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
All    Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of St. Christopher and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. 

All   Amen. 
 



The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 
 
Distribution of Communion 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 
All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 

If you wish to receive holy communion please stand 
The body of Christ 
All Amen 
 

Holy Communion is distributed to those in the Church. 
 
 
Chant: Wait for the Lord (949) 
 
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 
Wait for the Lord: keep watch take heart! 
 

Jacques Berthier © Ateliers et Presses de Taize 

 
 
Prayer of Spiritual Communion (for private prayer)  
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now 
receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. O 
most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
  



Closing Prayer 
 

O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful 
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 
that, when he shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin 
but active in his service and joyful in his praise; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 All Amen 
 
 
Notices 
 
 

Hymn: All of the People (772) 
 

All of the people on the mountain,  
All of the people in the valley,  
All of the people in the villages and the town, 
Say to each other on the way, 
“Bring all your friends and don’t delay,  
Jesus of Nazareth is coming here today.” 
 

Jesus, Jesus, healing as you go, 
Your loving seems to flow 
Like water from a fountain, 
And as we are touched we want to grow 
In love towards each other –  
Just because you love us so! 
 

Jesus, Jesus, we have come to see 
That you must really be 
The Son of God our Father. 
We’ve been with you and we all agree 
That only in your service 
Can the world be truly free! 
 

Songwriter: Susan Sayers 

 
 
Blessing and Dismissal 
 

Stand firm in the faith of Christ. Love one another. 
Strengthen your hearts in holiness, 
so that you are always ready for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

All   Amen. 
 

And may the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you and remain with you always. 

All   Amen. 
 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All   In the name of Christ. Amen. 



If you are in the church, please stay in your place until  
you are directed by a steward to leave the building.  

 
We are able to serve refreshments now in Church.  

Please respect that others may not be ready for close contact. 
The general principle of remaining socially distanced (minimum of 2m)  

from anyone not in your household is still a good practice.  
 
 

Thank you for filling in our COVID-19 track and trace book, if you 
feel unwell during the week, please ring 07824 323815 so that we 

can contact others who were here today. 
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