St. Christopher’s Church, Hinchley Wood
Sunday 5th December 2021. 2nd Sunday of Advent

Welcome to our “Hybrid” Sunday Service.
Welcome to our worship today, as we seek the face of God and ask to be filled with
the Holy Spirit through Jesus, God’s Son.
Please join in with the words in bold print.
Gathering
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with
you
All and also with you.

Hymn: Thine be the Glory (672)
1

Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son;
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won.
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay.
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son:
Endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won.

2

Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom.
Let the church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing;
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting.
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son:
Endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won.

3

No more we doubt thee, glorious prince of life!
Life is nought without thee; aid us in our strife;
make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love:
Bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son:
Endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won.

Edmund L Budry (1854-1932), translated by Richard B Hoyle (1875-1939)

Lighting the Candles of the Advent Wreath
God our Father, you spoke to the prophets of old of a Saviour who would bring
peace. You helped them to spread the joyful message of his coming kingdom.
Help us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth, to share with those around us the
good news of your power and love.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, the light who is coming into the world.
Lord Jesus, light of the world,
the prophets said you would bring peace
and save your people in trouble.
Give peace in our hearts at Christmas
and show all the world God’s love. Amen.

Confession
Let us come before the Lord in confession of our sins, remembering that he is more
ready to forgive than we are to confess.
When we despise those we see as sinners.
Lord have mercy
All Lord, have mercy.
When we look down on those who are different from us.
Christ, have mercy. All Christ, have mercy.
When we fail to see and repent of our own sins and failings.
Lord have mercy
All Lord, have mercy.

Absolution
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all
goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

Collect
Almighty God,
purify our hearts and minds,
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as
judge and saviour
we may be ready to receive him,
who is our Lord and our God.
All Amen.

Reading (Baruch 5: 1-9)
A reading from the prophet Baruch
Jerusalem, take off the clothes you have worn in your mourning and distress, and
put on the eternal splendour of God's glory. Put around you the cloak of God's
righteousness. Place on your head the crown of the glory of the Eternal God. God
will show your splendour to every nation on earth. Forever he will say to you:
“Your security comes from your righteousness, and your splendour from your
devotion to me.”
Get up, Jerusalem, stand on the mountaintop; see where God, the Holy One, is
bringing your children together from the east and from the west. They are rejoicing
that God has remembered them. Jerusalem, your children were led away by their
enemies; they left you on foot, but God is bringing them back to you, carried in
royal splendour. God has commanded that every high mountain and the
everlasting hills shall be made low; he has commanded that the valleys shall be
filled and the ground levelled, so that the people of Israel may come safely home
in the glory of God. At the command of God, forests of fragrant trees will spring up
to provide shade for the people of Israel. God will lead Israel home. They will
return with great joy, guided by his mercy and righteousness, surrounded by the
light of his glorious presence.
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God

Psalm 126
When the Lord brought us back to Jerusalem, it was like a dream!
How we laughed, how we sang for joy!
Then the other nations said about us, “The Lord did great things for them.”
Indeed he did great things for us; how happy we were!
Lord, make us prosperous again, just as the rain brings water back to dry riverbeds.
Let those who wept as they planted their crops, gather the harvest with joy!
Those who wept as they went out carrying the seed
will come back singing for joy, as they bring in the harvest.

Acclamation
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight,
and all people shall see the salvation of God
Alleluia!

Gospel (Luke 3: 1-6)
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.
It was the fifteenth year of the rule of Emperor Tiberius; Pontius Pilate was governor
of Judea, Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip was ruler of the territory
of Iturea and Trachonitis; Lysanias was ruler of Abilene, and Annas and Caiaphas
were High Priests.
At that time the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the desert. So John
went throughout the whole territory of the Jordan River, preaching, “Turn away from
your sins and be baptized, and God will forgive your sins.”
As it is written in the book of the prophet Isaiah:
“Someone is shouting in the desert:
‘Get the road ready for the Lord;
make a straight path for him to travel!
Every valley must be filled up,
every hill and mountain levelled off.
The winding roads must be made straight,
and the rough paths made smooth.
The whole human race will see God's salvation!’”
This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ

Talk

Hymn: God’s Spirit is in My Heart (231)
God’s Spirit Is In My Heart
He Has Called Me And Set Me Apart.
This Is What I Have To Do,
What I Have To Do
Chorus
He Sent Me To Give The Good News To The Poor
Tell Prisoners That They Are Prisoners No More
Tell Blind People That They Can See
And Set The Down Trodden Free
And Go Tell Everyone The News That The
Kingdom Of God Has Come
And Go Tell Everyone
The News That God’s Kingdom Has Come.
Just As The Father Sent Me So
I’m Sending You Out To Be,
My Witnesses Throughout The World,
The Whole Of The World
Chorus

Don’t Carry A Load In Your Pack,
You Don’t Need Two Shirts On Your Back
A Workman Can Earn His Own Keep,
Can Earn His Own Keep
Chorus
Don’t Worry What You Have To Say,
Don’t Worry Because On That Day
God’s Spirit Will Speak In Your Heart
Will Speak In Your Heart
Chorus
Songwriter: Alan Dale, Copyright © 1982, Kevin Mayhew Ltd

Affirmation of Faith
Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.
All

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Intercessions
Between the prayers we say
Lord, in your mercy
All hear our prayer.
At the end of the prayers we say
Merciful God, accept our prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen

The Peace
Let love be genuine. Never pay back evil for evil. As far as it lies with you, live at
peace with everyone.
The peace of Lord be always with you
and also with you.
We share a socially distanced sign of peace by turning and waving to those around
us in church and to those joining us from home

Hymn: Be Still for the Presence of the Lord (67)
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here.
Come, bow before him now, with reverence and fear.
In him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground.
Be still for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here.
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around;
he burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned.
How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of light!
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around.
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place;
he comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace.
No work too hard for him, in faith receive from him.
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place.
David J Evans (b. 1957) © 1986 Kingsway’s Thank You Music

Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here.
All His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.
Father, we give you thanks and praise
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word,
through whom you have created all things;
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour.
And now we give you thanks because when he humbled himself
to come among us in human flesh,
he fulfilled the plan you formed long ago and opened for us the way of salvation.
So now we watch for the day, knowing that the salvation promised us will be ours
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory.

Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and saying:
All

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
Great is the mystery of faith:
All Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.
Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of St. Christopher and all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever.
All Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever.
Amen.

Distribution of Communion
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ
All Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
The gifts of God for the people of God.
If you wish to receive holy communion please stand
The body of Christ
All Amen
Holy Communion is distributed to those in the Church.

Chant: In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful (929)
In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, in the Lord I will rejoice
Look to God, do not be afraid;
Lift up your voices the Lord is near,
Lift up your voices the Lord is near.
Jacques Berthier © Ateliers et Presses de Taize

Prayer of Spiritual Communion (for private prayer)
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me,
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now
receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. O
most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly,
love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.

Closing Prayer
Father in heaven,
who sent your Son to redeem the world
and will send him again to be our judge:
give us grace so to imitate him
in the humility and purity of his first coming
that, when he comes again,
we may be ready to greet him
with joyful love and firm faith;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen

Notices
Hymn: You Shall Go Out With Joy (766)
You shall go out with joy
And be let forth with peace,
And the mountains and the hills
Will break forth before you.
There'll be shouts of joy
And the trees of the fields
Will clap, will clap their hands.
And the trees of the fields will clap their hands,
And the trees of the fields will clap their hands,
And the trees of the fields will clap their hands,
While you go out with joy.
Lyrics by Stuart Dauermann (b. 1944) & Steffi Geiser Rubin.
Copyright 1975 Lillenas Publishing Company (admin. by Music Services)

Blessing and Dismissal
In all you do, whether in strength or weakness,
May you live in the knowledge and the righteousness of the Lord,
All Amen.
And may the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you and remain with you always.
All Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All In the name of Christ. Amen.

If you are in the church, please stay in your place until
you are directed by a steward to leave the building.
We are able to serve refreshments now in Church.
Please wear a mask when moving around the Church,
and limit the number of people you come in contact with
Please respect that others may not be comfortable with close contact.
The general principle of remaining socially distanced
(minimum of 2m) from anyone not in your household
is a great defence against spreading COVID.

Thank you for filling in our COVID-19 track and trace book, if you
feel unwell during the week, please ring 07824 323815 so that we
can contact others who were here today.
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