
St. Christopher’s Church, Hinchley Wood 
Sunday 12th December 2021.  3rd Sunday of Advent 

Welcome to our “Hybrid” Sunday Service.   

At Advent we look forward to the coming of the king. So let us worship him in active 
anticipation, that our hearts may be ready to receive him.  

Please join in with the words in bold print.  
 
Gathering 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you 

All   and also with you. 
 
 
Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (480) 
 

O come, O come Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here, 
until the Son of God appear.  
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
 shall come to thee, O Israel.  
 

O come, thou rod of Jesse, free 
thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 
from depths of hell thy people save, 
and give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 
 Refrain  
 

O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer 
our spirits by thine advent here; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Refrain 
 

O Come, thou key of David, come 
And open wide our heavenly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high 
And close the path to misery. 

Refrain 
 

O come, O come, thou Lord of might, 
Who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
In ancient times didst give the Law, 
In cloud and majesty and awe. 

Refrain 
 

Latin 13th century, translated by John Mason Neale (1818-1866) 



Lighting the Candles of the Advent Wreath 
 

God our Father, you gave to Zechariah and Elizabeth in their old age a son called 
John. He grew up strong in spirit, prepared the people for the coming of the Lord, 
and baptized them in the Jordan to wash away their sins. Help us, who have been 
baptized into Christ, to be ready to welcome him into our hearts, and to grow strong 
in faith by the power of the Spirit. We ask this through Jesus Christ, the light who is 
coming into the world. Amen.  
 

Lord Jesus, light of the world,  
John told the people to prepare, for you were very near.  
As Christmas grows closer day by day,  
help us to be ready to welcome you now. Amen 
 
 
Confession 
 

You have called us to be generous, yet we keep what you have given to ourselves.  
Lord have mercy  All   Lord, have mercy. 

 

You have called us to cherish those made in your image, yet we use them for our 
own ends.  

Christ, have mercy.  All   Christ, have mercy. 
 

You have called us to be content with all your provision, yet we grumble and hanker 
for more.  

Lord have mercy  All   Lord, have mercy. 
 
 
Absolution 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and keep you in life eternal;  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 
 

Collect 

God for whom we watch and wait, 
you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son: 
give us courage to speak the truth, 
to hunger for justice, 
and to suffer for the cause of right, 
with Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
 
 
 

  



Reading (Zephaniah 3:14-20) 

A reading from the prophet Zephaniah 

Sing and shout for joy, people of Israel! 
    Rejoice with all your heart, Jerusalem! 
The Lord has stopped your punishment; 
    he has removed all your enemies. 
The Lord, the king of Israel, is with you; 
    there is no reason now to be afraid. 
The time is coming when they will say to Jerusalem, 
    “Do not be afraid, city of Zion! 
    Do not let your hands hang limp! 
The Lord your God is with you; 
    his power gives you victory. 
The Lord will take delight in you, 
    and in his love he will give you new life.  
He will sing and be joyful over you, 
    as joyful as people at a festival.” 
The Lord says, 
“I have ended the threat of doom 
    and taken away your disgrace.  
The time is coming! 
I will punish your oppressors; 
    I will rescue all the lame 
    and bring the exiles home. 
I will turn their shame to honor, 
    and all the world will praise them. 
The time is coming! 
I will bring your scattered people home; 
    I will make you famous throughout the world 
    and make you prosperous once again.” 
The Lord has spoken.  

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God   
 
 
Acclamation 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
The spirit of the Lord has been given to me. 
He has sent me to bring good news to the poor. 

Alleluia! 
 
 
  



Gospel (Luke 3:7-18) 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Crowds of people came out to John to be baptised by him. “You snakes!” he said to 
them. “Who told you that you could escape from the punishment God is about to 
send?  Do those things that will show that you have turned from your sins. And don't 
start saying among yourselves that Abraham is your ancestor. I tell you that God 
can take these rocks and make descendants for Abraham! The axe is ready to cut 
down the trees at the roots; every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down 
and thrown in the fire.” 
 

The people asked him, “What are we to do, then?”  He answered, “Whoever has two 
shirts must give one to the man who has none, and whoever has food must share 
it.” 
 

Some tax collectors came to be baptised, and they asked him, “Teacher, what are 
we to do?”  “Don't collect more than is legal,” he told them. 
 

Some soldiers also asked him, “What about us? What are we to do?”  He said to 
them, “Don't take money from anyone by force or accuse anyone falsely. Be content 
with your pay.” 
 

People's hopes began to rise, and they began to wonder whether John perhaps 
might be the Messiah. So John said to all of them, “I baptise you with water, but 
someone is coming who is much greater than I am. I am not good enough even to 
untie his sandals. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. He has his 
winnowing shovel with him, to thresh out all the grain and gather the wheat into his 
barn; but he will burn the chaff in a fire that never goes out.” 
 

In many different ways John preached the Good News to the people and urged 
them to change their ways. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 
Talk 

 
 
Hymn: Colours of Day (108) 
 

Colours of day dawn into the mind, 
The sun has come up, the night is behind. 
Go down in the city, into the street, 
And let's give the message to the people we meet. 
 Chorus 

So light up the fire and let the flame burn, 
Open the door, let Jesus return. 
Take seeds of His Spirit, let the fruit grow, 
Tell the people of Jesus, let His love show. 

 



Go through the park, on into the town; 
The sun still shines on, it never goes down. 
The light of the world is risen again; 
The people of darkness are needing a friend. 
 Chorus 
 

Open your eyes, look into the sky, 
The darkness has come, the Son came to die. 
The evening draws on, the sun disappears, 
But Jesus is living, His Spirit is near. 
 Chorus 
 
 
Affirmation of Faith 

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

All    Though he was divine, 
he did not cling to equality with God, 
but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave, 
he was born in human likeness. 
He humbled himself 
and was obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross. 
Therefore God has raised him on high, 
and given him the name above every name: 
that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, 
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 
 
Intercessions 

Between the prayers we say  

Lord, in your mercy 
All   hear our prayer.  
 

At the end of the prayers we say  

Merciful God, accept our prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
 
 
The Peace 

Christ is our peace, given beyond measure, received beyond our understanding. Let 

us express his generosity as we share this peace with each other now. 
 

The peace of Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 



We share a socially distanced sign of peace by turning and waving to those around 

us in church and to those joining us from home 

 
 
Hymn: Make Way, Make Way (438) 
 

Make way, make way for Christ the King  
In splendour arrives  
Fling wide the gates and welcome Him  
Into your lives  

Make way! (Make way!)   Make way! (Make way!)  
For the King of kings (For the King of kings)  
Make way! (Make way!)   Make way! (Make way!)  
And let His kingdom in  

 

He comes the broken hearts to heal  
The prisoners to free  
The deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance,  
The blind shall see  
 

And those who mourn with heavy hearts  
Who weep and sigh  
With laughter, joy and royal crown,  
He'll beautify  
 

We call you now to worship Him  
As Lord of all  
To have no gods before Him, their thrones must fall!  
 

Graham Kendrick Copyright © 1986 Thankyou Music 

 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here. 
All   His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 
 

And now we give you thanks 
because you prepared the way of your Son Jesus Christ 
by the preaching of your servant John the Baptist, 
who proclaimed him as the Lamb of God, our Saviour. 
 

  



Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 

All    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
All    Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of St. Christopher and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 



by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. 

All   Amen. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 
 
Distribution of Communion 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 
All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 

If you wish to receive holy communion please stand 
The body of Christ 
All Amen 
 

Holy Communion is distributed to those in the Church. 
 
 
Chant: Laudate Dominum (933) 
 

Laudate Dominum, laudate Dominum 
omnes gentes, alleluia 
Laudate Dominum, laudate Dominum 
omnes gentes, alleluia 
 
Sing praise and bless the Lord, Sing praise and bless the Lord 
peoples, nations, alleluia 
Sing praise and bless the Lord, Sing praise and bless the Lord 
peoples, nations, alleluia 
 
 

Jacques Berthier © Ateliers et Presses de Taize 

 
 
  



Prayer of Spiritual Communion (for private prayer)  
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now 
receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. O 
most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; 
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit 
that when your Christ comes again 
we may shine as lights before his face; 
who is alive and reigns now and for ever. 
 All Amen 
 
 
Notices 
 
 

Hymn: Hills of the North Rejoice (282) 
 

1 Hills of the North, rejoice, 
 echoing songs arise, 
 hail with united voice 
 him who made earth and skies; 
 he comes in righteousness and love, 
 he brings salvation from above. 
 

2 Isles of the Southern seas, 
 sing to the listening earth, 
 carry on every breeze 
 hope of a world's new birth: 
 in Christ shall all be made anew, 
 his word is sure, his promise true. 
 

3 Lands of the East, arise, 
 he is your brightest morn, 
 greet him with joyous eyes, 
 praise shall his path adorn: 
 the God whom you have longed to know 
 in Christ draws near, and calls you now. 
 

4 Shores of the utmost West, 
 lands of the setting sun, 
 welcome the heavenly guest 
 in whom the dawn has come: 
 he brings a never-ending light 
 who triumphed o'er our darkest night. 



 

5 Shout, as you journey on, 
 songs be in every mouth, 
 lo, from the North they come, 
 from East and West and South: 
 in Jesus all shall find their rest, 
 in him the sons of earth be blest. 
 
Editors of English Praise (1975) based on Charles E Oakley (1832-1865) 
© Oxford University Press 

 
 
Blessing and Dismissal 
 

And now may the Father who sings over you, bless you;  
the Son whose love enfolds you, bless you, and  
the Spirit who fills you with peace, bless you. 

All   Amen. 
 

And may the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you and remain with you always. 

All   Amen. 
 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All   In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
 

If you are in the church, please stay in your place until  
you are directed by a steward to leave the building.  

 
We are able to serve refreshments now in Church.  

 
Please wear a mask when moving around the Church,  

and limit the number of people you come in contact with 
 

Please respect that others may not be comfortable with close contact. 
 

The general principle of remaining socially distanced  
(minimum of 2m) from anyone not in your household  

is a great defence against spreading COVID.  
 
 

Thank you for filling in our COVID-19 track and trace book, if you 
feel unwell during the week, please ring 07824 323815 so that we 

can contact others who were here today. 
 
 
Bible passages from Good News Translation (GNT)  Copyright © 1992 by American Bible Society 
Liturgy © copyright The Archbishops’ Council 2000 
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