
St. Christopher’s Church, Hinchley Wood 
Sunday 19th December 2021.  NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS 

 
 
Please join in singing or saying the words in BOLD 
 
 
Carol:  Once in Royal David’s City (521) 
 

1. Once in royal David's city 
Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for His bed 
Mary was that mother mild 
Jesus Christ her little child. 

 

2. He came down to earth from heaven 
Who is God and Lord of all 
And His shelter was a stable, 
And His cradle was a stall; 
With the needy, poor and lowly 
Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 

3. For he is our childhood’s pattern, 
Day by day like us he grew, 
He was little, weak and helpless, 
Tears and smiles like us he knew. 
And he feeleth for our sadness 
And he shareth in our gladness. 

 

4. And our eyes at last shall see Him 
Through His own redeeming love 
For that child, so dear and gentle 
Is our Lord in Heaven above 
And He leads His children on 
To the place where He is gone. 

 

Cecil Frances Alexander (née Humphreys) (1818-1895) 

 
 
Welcome and Bidding Prayer 
 

My brothers and sisters: in the name of Christ I welcome you to St. Christopher’s. 
 

We have come together as Christmas draws near to prepare for our celebration of 
the birth of God’s beloved Son. Through the days of Advent we have followed the 
light of Christ, and now we travel in spirit with Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem to 
acclaim with the multitude of the heavenly host the coming of the Prince of Peace. 
Through Scripture and silence, prayer and song, let us hear again the wonderful 
story of our redemption, and, hearing, let us rejoice and respond with lively faith. 
 



Let us pray: 
 

Almighty God, 
you make us glad with the yearly remembrance 
of the birth of your Son Jesus Christ: 
grant that, as we joyfully receive him as our redeemer, 
we may with sure confidence behold him 
when he shall come to be our judge; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
All   Amen. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 
 
Reading 1: Isaiah 9.2, 6 & 7  (Isaiah prophesises the Messiah’s birth) 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 

The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
    on them light has shined. 
For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
    and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, 
    and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
    He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onwards and for evermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 



Choir Carol: Like a Candle Flame 
 
 
Reading 2: Micah 5:2-4 (The Messiah will be born in Bethlehem) 
 

A reading from the prophet Micah 
 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labour has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
  in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
    to the ends of the earth; 
 
 

Hymn: O Come O Come Emmanuel (480) 
 

O come, O come Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here, 
until the Son of God appear.  
 Refrain  
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
 shall come to thee, O Israel.  
 

O come, thou rod of Jesse, free 
thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 
from depths of hell thy people save, 
and give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 
 Refrain  
 

O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer 
our spirits by thine advent here; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Refrain 
 

O Come, thou key of David, come 
And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high 
And close the path to misery. 

Refrain 
 

 



O come, O come, thou Lord of might, 
Who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
In ancient times didst give the Law, 
In cloud and majesty and awe. 

Refrain 
 

Latin 13th century, translated by John Mason Neale (1818-1866) 

 
 
Reading 3: Luke 1:26-38 (The annunciation) 
 

A reading from the Gospel of Luke 
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, 
favoured one! The Lord is with you.’  But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  The angel said to her, ‘Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God.  And now, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.  He will be great, and will be 
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
ancestor David.  He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.’  Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a 
virgin?’  The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will 
be called Son of God.  And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.  For 
nothing will be impossible with God.’  Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 
 
 
Carol: O Little Town of Bethlehem (508) 
 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 

 

2 O morning stars, together 
proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the King, 
and peace to all the earth; 
For Christ is born of Mary; 
and gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wondering love. 

 



3 How silently, how silently, 
the wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of his heav’n. 
No ear may hear his coming; 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still 
the dear Christ enters in. 

 

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin and enter in, 
be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell: 
O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel. 

 

Phillips Brooks (1835-1893) 

 
 
Reading 4:  Gabriel’s Annunciation by Jan Richardson 
 
For a moment, I hesitated, on the threshold. 
For the space, of a breath, I paused, unwilling to disturb,  
her last ordinary moment, knowing that the next step 
would cleave her life: 
 

that this day, would slice her story in two, dividing all the days before, 
from all the ones, to come. 
 

The artists would later, depict the scene: 
Mary dazzled, by the archangel, her head bowed, in humble assent, 
awed by the messenger, who condescended, to leave paradise 
to bestow such an honour, upon a woman, and mortal. 
 

Yet I tell you, it was I who was dazzled, I who found myself agape 
when I came upon her - reading, - at the loom, - in the kitchen, 
I cannot now recall; 
only that the woman before me - blessed and full of grace 
long before I called her so - shimmered with how completely 
she inhabited herself, inhabited the space around her, 
inhabited the moment, that hung between us. 
 

I wanted to save her, from what I had been sent, to say. 

Yet when the time came, when I had stammered, the invitation 
(history would not record, the sweat on my brow, the pounding of my heart; 
would not note, that I said, do not be afraid, to myself as much as, to her) 
it was she, who saved me - her first deliverance - her Let it be 
not just declaration, to the Divine, but a word of solace, of soothing, 
of benediction 
 



for the angel, in the doorway, who would hesitate, one last time - 
just for the space, of a breath, torn from his chest - 
before wrenching himself away, from her radiant consent, her beautiful and  
awful yes. 
 
 
Choir Carol: Silent Night (597) 
 
 
Reading 5:  Luke 2:17  (The birth of Jesus) 
 

A reading from the Gospel of Luke 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
 
Carol: Away in a Manger (776) 
 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
 the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
 the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
 the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
 but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
 I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
 and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus: I ask thee to stay 
 close by me for ever, and love me, I pray. 
 Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
 and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there. 
 

Sometimes attributed to John Thomas Macfarland (1851-1913), Gabriel's Vineyard Songs (1892 Louisville), Little 
Children's Book: For Schools and Families (1885 Philadelphia) 

 
 
  



Reading 6: BC:AD by U. A. Fanthorpe 
 

This was the moment when Before 
Turned into After, and the future's 
Uninvented timekeepers presented arms. 
 

This was the moment when nothing 
Happened. Only dull peace 
Sprawled boringly over the earth. 
  

This was the moment when even energetic Romans 
Could find nothing better to do 
Than counting heads in remote provinces. 
  

And this was the moment 
When a few farm workers and three 
Members of an obscure Persian sect. 
Walked haphazard by starlight straight 
Into the kingdom of heaven. 
 
 
Choir Carol: Sussex Carol 
 
 
Reading 7:  Luke 2:8-20 (Visit of the Shepherds) 
 

A reading from the Gospel of Luke 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, ‘Do 
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people:  to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands 
of cloth and lying in a manger.’  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 
 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.’  So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child;  and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in 
her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
 
  



Carol: While Shepherd’s Watched (745) 
 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night 
All seated on the ground 
The angel of the Lord came down 
And glory shone around 
 

"Fear not", said he, for mighty dread 
Had seized their troubled mind 
"Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
To you and all mankind" 
 

"To you, in David's town this day 
Is born of David's line 
The Saviour who is Christ the Lord 
And this shall be the sign" 
 

"The heav’nly Babe you there shall find 
To human view displayed 
All meanly wrapped in swathing bands 
And in a manger laid" 
 

Thus spake the seraph, and forthwith 
Appeared a shining throng 
Of angels praising God, who thus 
Addressed their joyful song 
 

"All glory be to God on high 
And on the earth be peace 
Goodwill henceforth from heaven to all 
Begin and never cease" 
 
 
Reading 8:  Matthew 2:1-12  Visit of the kings 
 

A reading from the Gospel of Matthew 
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been 
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay 
him homage.’  When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 
with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of 
Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.”’ 

 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and 
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I 



may also go and pay him homage.’  When they had heard the king, they set out; and 
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 
over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they 
were overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 
road. 
 
 
Carol: We Three Kings (724) 
 

1 We three kings of Orient are; 
bearing gifts we traverse afar 
field and fountain, moor and mountain, 

 following yonder star: 
Chorus 
O star of wonder, star of night,  
star with royal beauty bright,  
westward leading, still proceeding,  
guide us to thy perfect light.  
 

2 Born a king on Bethlehem plain, 
 gold I bring, to crown him again- 
 King for ever, ceasing never, 
 over us all to reign: 

Chorus 
 

3 Frankincense to offer have I; 
 incense owns a deity nigh: 
 prayer and praising, gladly raising, 
 worship him, God most high: 

Chorus 
 

4 Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 
 breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
 sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 
 sealed in the stone-cold tomb: 

Chorus 
  

5 Glorious now, behold him arise, 
 King and God, and sacrifice! 
 alleluia,  alleluia, 
 earth to heav’n replies: 

Chorus 
 
John Henry Hopkins (1820-1891) 
  



Gospel Reading: John 1:1-14 The Word was made Flesh 
 

A reading from the Gospel of John 
 

In the beginning was the Word,  
and the Word was with God,  
and the Word was God.   
 

He was in the beginning with God.   

All things came into being through him,  
and without him not one thing came into being.  
What has come into being  in him was life,  
and the life was the light of all people.   

The light shines in the darkness,  
and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.   

He came as a witness to testify to the light,  
so that all might believe through him.   

He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.   

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
He was in the world,  
and the world came into being through him;  
yet the world did not know him.   

He came to what was his own,  
and his own people did not accept him.   

But to all who received him,  
who believed in his name,  
he gave power to become children of God,   

who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man,  
but of God. 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us,  
and we have seen his glory,  
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 
 
Carol: O Come All Ye Faithful (479) 
 

1. O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 
Come and behold him, 
Born the King of angels. 

 

Refrain 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord! 

  



2. God of God,  
Light of Light; 
Lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb; 
Very God,  
Begotten not created. 

Refrain 
 

3. See how the shepherds, 
Summoned to his cradle 
Leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear, 
We too will thither 
Bend our joyful footsteps. 

Refrain 
 

4. Lo! Star-led chieftains, 
Magi, Christ adoring,  
Offer him incense, gold, and myrrh,  
We to the Christ Child  
Bring our hearts’ oblations 

Refrain 
 

5. Child, for us sinners, 
Poor and in the manger, 
Fain we embrace thee, with love and awe, 
who would not love thee, 
Loving us so dearly? 

Refrain 
 

6. Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above! 
Glory to God,  
In the highest:  

Refrain 
 

Translated from the Latin (18th century) by Frederick Oakely (1802-1880) 

 
 
Acclamation 
 

Jesus, Lord of time, 
All hold us in your eternity. 
 

Jesus, image of God, 
All  travel with us the life of faith. 
 

Jesus, friend of sinners, 
All  heal the brokenness of our world. 
 

Jesus, Lord of tomorrow, 
All  draw us into your future. Amen. 
 
 



Notices 
 
 
Final Carol: Hark the Herald (266) 
 

1 Hark! the herald angels sing, 
glory to the new-born King! 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled. 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic host proclaim:  
Christ is born in Bethlehem.  
 
Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King!  
 

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of the Virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
Hail th’incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with us to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel:  
Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King!  
 

3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!  
Hail the Son of Righteousness!  
Light and life to all he brings,  
ris'n with healing in his wings; 
mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, 
born to give us second birth 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the new-born King!" 

 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

 
 
  



Blessing and Dismissal 
 

May God the Father keep you in all your days. 
May God the Son shield you in all your ways. 
May God the Spirit bring you healing and peace. 
May God the Holy Trinity drive all darkness from you 
and pour upon you blessing and light. 
All  Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All   In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 

If you are in the church, please stay in your place until  
you are directed by a steward to leave the building.  

 
Please wear a mask when moving around the Church,  

and limit the number of people you come in contact with 
 

Please respect that others may not be comfortable with close contact. 
 

The general principle of remaining socially distanced  
(minimum of 2m) from anyone not in your household  

is a great defence against spreading COVID.  
 
 

Thank you for filling in our COVID-19 track and trace book, if you 
feel unwell during the week, please ring 07824 323815 so that we 

can contact others who were here today. 
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