
St. Christopher’s Church, Hinchley Wood 
Sunday 2nd January 2021 – Feast of the Epiphany 

 

Welcome to our “Hybrid” Epiphany Eucharist Service.  While Epiphany falls on 6th 
January and that is the 12th Day of Christmas, we follow a tradition of transferring 
the feast to the nearest Sunday.   We welcome those who are joining us here in 
Church, or via Zoom from their homes.  

Wise men travelled many miles to meet with God, and recognised God when they 
found baby Jesus. In this new year, let us determine to journey onwards towards 
God, and let us pray that we too will recognise God. 

Please join in with the words in bold print.  

 
Gathering 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you 

All   and also with you. 
 
 
 
Carol: Once in Royal David’s City (521) 

 

1. Once in royal David's city 
Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for His bed 
Mary was that mother mild 
Jesus Christ her little child. 

 

2. He came down to earth from heaven 
Who is God and Lord of all 
And His shelter was a stable, 
And His cradle was a stall; 
With the needy, poor and lowly 
Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 

3. For he is our childhood’s pattern, 
Day by day like us he grew, 
He was little, weak and helpless, 
Tears and smiles like us he knew. 
And he feeleth for our sadness 
And he shareth in our gladness. 

 



4. And our eyes at last shall see Him 
Through His own redeeming love 
For that child, so dear and gentle 
Is our Lord in Heaven above 
And He leads His children on 
To the place where He is gone. 

 

Cecil Frances Alexander (née Humphreys) (1818-1895) 

 
 
 
Presentation of the Gifts 
 

At the offering of gold 
Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe: 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
As gold in the furnace is tried 
and purified seven times in the fire, 
so purify our hearts and minds 
that we may be a royal priesthood 
acceptable in the service of your kingdom. 

All    Blessed be God for ever. 
 

At the offering of incense 
Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe: 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
As our prayer rises up before you as incense, 
so may we be presented before you 
with penitent hearts and uplifted hands 
to offer ourselves in your priestly service. 

All    Blessed be God for ever. 
 

At the offering of myrrh 
Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe: 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
As you give medicine to heal our sickness 
and the leaves of the tree of life 
for the healing of the nations, 
so anoint us with your healing power 
that we may be the first-fruits of your new creation. 

All    Blessed be God for ever. 
 
 
  



Confession 
 

As each new year brings a fresh beginning, so each time we approach God to seek 
forgiveness, we are washed clean and can start again. Let us confess our sins. 

For the times when we have failed to be as innocent as babes. 

Lord have mercy  All   Lord, have mercy. 

For the times when we have hurt any of God’s children. 

Christ, have mercy.  All   Christ, have mercy. 

For the times when we have been impatient and irritable. 

Lord have mercy  All   Lord, have mercy. 

 
  
Absolution 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself 
and cleanse you from all your sins, that you may behold the glory of his Son, 
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 
 

Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 
thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right 
hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
 
 
Collect 
 

Creator of the heavens, 
who led the Magi by a star 
to worship the Christ-child: 
guide and sustain us, 
that we may find our journey’s end 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
 
 
 



Reading: (Isaiah 60:1-6) 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah  
 

Arise, Jerusalem, and shine like the sun; 
The glory of the Lord is shining on you! 
Other nations will be covered by darkness, 
But on you the light of the Lord will shine; 
The brightness of his presence will be with you. 
Nations will be drawn to your light, 
And kings to the dawning of your new day. 
Look around you and see what is happening: 
Your people are gathering to come home! 
Your sons will come from far away; 
Your daughters will be carried like children. 
You will see this and be filled with joy; 
You will tremble with excitement. 
The wealth of the nations will be brought to you; 
From across the sea their riches will come. 
Great caravans of camels will come, from Midian and Ephah. 
They will come from Sheba, bringing gold and incense. 
People will tell the good news of what the Lord has done! 

 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God   
 
 
Psalm 72 

Teach the king to judge with your righteousness, O God; 
    share with him your own justice, 
so that he will rule over your people with justice 
    and govern the oppressed with righteousness. 
 

May the land enjoy prosperity; 
    may it experience righteousness. 
May the king judge the poor fairly; 
    may he help the needy and defeat their oppressors. 
 

May your people worship you as long as the sun shines, 
    as long as the moon gives light, for ages to come. 
May the king be like rain on the fields, 
    like showers falling on the land. 
 

May righteousness flourish in his lifetime, 
    and may prosperity last as long as the moon gives light. 
His kingdom will reach from sea to sea, 
    from the Euphrates to the ends of the earth. 
 

The peoples of the desert will bow down before him; 
    his enemies will throw themselves to the ground. 
The kings of Spain and of the islands will offer him gifts; 
    the kings of Sheba and Seba will bring him offerings. 



 

All kings will bow down before him; 
    all nations will serve him. 
He rescues the poor who call to him, 
    and those who are needy and neglected. 
 

He has pity on the weak and poor; 
    he saves the lives of those in need. 
He rescues them from oppression and violence; 
    their lives are precious to him. 
 

Long live the king! 
    May he be given gold from Sheba;  
    may prayers be said for him at all times; 
    may God's blessings be on him always! 
 
 
Acclamation 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ was revealed in flesh, proclaimed among the nations 
and believed in throughout the world. 

All   Alleluia. 
 
 

Gospel: (Matthew 2:1-12) 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in Judea, during the time when Herod was 
king. Soon afterward, some men who studied the stars came from the East to 
Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the baby born to be the king of the Jews? We saw 
his star when it came up in the east, and we have come to worship him.” 
 

When King Herod heard about this, he was very upset, and so was everyone else in 
Jerusalem. He called together all the chief priests and the teachers of the Law and 
asked them, “Where will the Messiah be born?”  “In the town of Bethlehem in 
Judea,” they answered. “For this is what the prophet wrote: 

 

‘Bethlehem in the land of Judah, 
you are by no means the least of the leading cities of Judah; 
for from you will come a leader who will guide my people Israel.’” 
 

So Herod called the visitors from the East to a secret meeting and found out from 
them the exact time the star had appeared.  Then he sent them to Bethlehem with 
these instructions: “Go and make a careful search for the child; and when you find 
him, let me know, so that I too may go and worship him.” 
 

And so they left, and on their way they saw the same star they had seen in the East. 
When they saw it, how happy they were, what joy was theirs! It went ahead of them 
until it stopped over the place where the child was.  They went into the house, and 
when they saw the child with his mother Mary, they knelt down and worshiped him. 



They brought out their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and presented them to 
him. 
 

Then they returned to their country by another road, since God had warned them in 
a dream not to go back to Herod. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 
Talk 

 
 
Carol: Away in a Manger (776) 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
 the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
 the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
 the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
 but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
 I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
 and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus: I ask thee to stay 
 close by me for ever, and love me, I pray. 
 Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
 and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there. 
 

Sometimes attributed to John Thomas Macfarland (1851-1913), Gabriel's Vineyard Songs (1892 Louisville), Little 
Children's Book: For Schools and Families (1885 Philadelphia) 

 
 
Affirmation of Faith 

Let us declare our faith in God. 
 

All     We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
 

We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
 

We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 



Intercessions 

Between the prayers we say  

Lord, in your mercy 
All hear our prayer.  
 
At the end of the prayers we say  

Merciful God, accept our prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
All    Amen 
 
 
The Peace 
 

God’s peace offers us a place to meet God deep within ourselves, so let us open 

ourselves to receive God’s peace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you 

 

We offer a socially distanced sign of peace to one another 

 

 
Carol: The Holly and the Ivy 
 

The holly and the ivy, 
When they are both full grown 
Of all the trees that are in the wood 
The holly bears the crown 

 

Refrain 
The rising of the sun 
And the running of the deer 
The playing of the merry 
organ 
Sweet singing of the choir 
 

The holly bears a blossom 
As white as lily flower 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
To be our sweet Saviour 
  Refrain 
 

The holly bears a berry 
As red as any blood 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
To do poor sinners good 
 Refrain 
 

  



The holly bears a prickle 
As sharp as any thorn; 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
On Christmas Day in the morn.  
 Refrain 
 

The holly bears a bark 
As bitter as any gall; 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
For to redeem us all. 
 Refrain 
 

The holly and the ivy 
Now both are full well grown, 
Of all the trees that are in the wood, 
The holly bears the crown. 
 Refrain 
 

Traditional English Folk Carol 

 
 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord is here.  All   His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. All   We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 
 

And now we give you thanks 
for, by the leading of a star, 
you have revealed your only Son to the world, 
that in following him we are led from darkness into his marvellous light. 
 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 

All    Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

  



Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
All    Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of St. Christopher and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All   Amen. 
 
 
  



The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 
 
Distribution of Communion 
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
If you wish to receive holy communion please stand 
The body of Christ 
All Amen 
 

Holy Communion is distributed to those in the Church. 
 
 
Choir Carol: Like a Candle Flame (399) 
 
 
Prayer of Spiritual Communion (for private prayer) 
 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now 
receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. O 
most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
 

Lord God, 
the bright splendour whom the nations seek: 
may we who with the wise men have been drawn by your light 
discern the glory of your presence in your Son, 
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All Amen 



Carol: We Three Kings (724) 
 

1 We three kings of Orient are; 
bearing gifts we traverse afar 
field and fountain, moor and mountain, 

 following yonder star: 
Chorus 
O star of wonder, star of night,  
star with royal beauty bright,  
westward leading, still proceeding,  
guide us to thy perfect light.  
 

2 Born a king on Bethlehem plain, 
 gold I bring, to crown him again- 
 King for ever, ceasing never, 
 over us all to reign: 

Chorus 
 

3 Frankincense to offer have I; 
 incense owns a deity nigh: 
 prayer and praising, gladly raising, 
 worship him, God most high: 

Chorus 
 

4 Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 
 breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
 sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 
 sealed in the stone-cold tomb: 

Chorus 
  

5 Glorious now, behold him arise, 
 King and God, and sacrifice! 
 alleluia,  alleluia, 
 earth to heav’n replies: 

Chorus 
 

John Henry Hopkins (1820-1891) 

 
 
Blessing and Dismissal 
 

May God the Father, 
who led the wise men by the shining of a star 
to find the Christ, the Light from light, 
lead you in your pilgrimage to find the Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 

May God, who has delivered us from the dominion of darkness, 
give us a place with the saints in light 
in the kingdom of his beloved Son. 

All   Amen. 
 

  



May the light of the glorious gospel of Christ 
shine in your hearts and fill our lives 
with his joy and peace. 

All   Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God almighty 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All   Amen. 
 

We have seen his glory, the glory revealed to all the nations. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All   In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

If you are in the church, please stay in your place until  
you are directed by a steward to leave the building.  

 
Please wear a mask when moving around the Church,  

and limit the number of people you come in contact with 
 

Please respect that others may not be comfortable with close contact. 
 

The general principle of remaining socially distanced  
(minimum of 2m) from anyone not in your household  

is a great defence against spreading COVID.  
 
 

Thank you for filling in our COVID-19 track and trace book, if you 
feel unwell during the week, please ring 07824 323815 so that we 

can contact others who were here today. 
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